U Jf. seeks to revive Gulf talks 


'ittCOSBA (HJ — Ina «d Iraq bam ant their Ibnlp minliten to New 
ttSto iv«nnVMat^«ar dlp fc HBw fl c contacts ttebne w far produced 
t&j shadow-boxing. UJ*. Secretar-Gcncral Javier Perec de CocOar, the 
d^fcf i t togt baa's AB Akhmr Vefayfl and Staq’i Tareq 
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■*'<>»• Be wB tty again ftb week, bo n in g that a shuttle 
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ta* *» * hmk h the ifalrwatT. But u» g»»*»* and Tehran atffl 
"W hndf bu twrfwttng mn« ■ HH t i rflhe Shut AI Arab, 

AM fam the audhcmaectlwer tiadr bonier. Tbe GUtT war was 
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NICOSIA (R) — A B rittt p wnawit mlnWrr has denounced “Israel’s 
d>Sy arbitrary practices against Ac Palestinian people," the Oman News 
Agency reported Snnday. BritUi Foreign Office MUttr WHbra Waktag- 
mt a nge red brad earik r tfafa year by raffing for an end to its military 
occupation of Arab territories. The agency, received In Cyprus, aim quoted 
Waldegravc as f n‘Wfi d " B n»* United states' u< t thiA » to the Pakshho 
probl em saying Washington should deal wtth ft mn seriondy. “We 
sfa u ugly denwmee bead’s dafiy aiM t rary practices against the Palestinian 
people in ocmp fc d Arab territory and arc trying to persaade our affiea, 
espedagy the Americans, to deal with the Palestine problem hi a mere 
ser iou s manner,” the agency r e port e d hfan as sayfag hi a news conference 
Sunday. WaMegrave b hi Oman on a fimr-day fbt Asked about the 
impact of the twoyear-old P daUuto i ^rhhg in the uu.iip i ul territories, 
Waldegrave said: “When any people rise to pot en end to occnpation, there 
fe no power In the world which can weaken their will.” The agency quoted 
WaApm as saying “the PakstUn people have the right to sovereignty 

favl . p . iwUw .f , w 


Price: Mm 100 (3s; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


moves towards securing public freedoms 


passports to be returned; 
tin on travel, work to be lifted 


i, ■ ^ r - *-**• ■ • 

jatne ^ - - ^-Sermem Murad 

Josdsm-'Tmies Staff Reporter 


W}f Nenneeo Murad of public freedoms daring the fonr- 

m- Times Staff Reporter boar session. 

oyVSL* AMMAN - Prime Minister 

1 * Mndar Badran. reaffirmed Son- convicted prisoners has already been 

day tbe governments intentions established and tins committee has 
tare to take concrete steps towards not yet finished its study.” 

S ff»imng public freedoms as well But the prime nwssfer said the 
- freedoms to- travel and work for government wonld grant farther 

P 0 ^ review of scnte^^dM^ic- 

ao2&r ^gre^atos aidifaefesue 

n „ 5"^ of martial law needs a very tbor- Sevei^ deputies pressured Badran 
Qggh study of its i mpli c atio ns and cm the exact number of confiscated 
"r“ %: is p^itxvdmga.tivc aspects. passports and the provisions which 
“I wkh I could the the government wifl make to ensure 

martial laws, but tbb issue has to- these detainees me granted their right 

- % h- ra£3fia , a: S«4K5S2 


aa ®3pt, all you parliamentarians to share 
■ 00 to £ this study with me,” Badran told 
af ^ the Lower House of Parliament, 
; (fistoa whkh met m regular session. 
derae^ 1 : BsAss stressed that the dircc- 

tnjvecti twewf H» Majesty King Hussein 
houkj be e to return all confiscated passports 
ttinK,^ to their holders and release poli- 
irronnij, tical detainees have been carried 
by the government. 


afternoon.” 

He that Us gov ernm ent 

did not yet have all the details on the 
situation but pointed out that the 
most important issue remains “that 
we ate launching a new era winch has 
to be appreciated." 

The new era, be said, means “The 
launching of public freedoms, the 
uplifting of all injustice which we 
suffered from just as you did.” 

Badran said the current situation 
“is a result of Bccunudarion of proce- 
dures over the years and it is impossi- 
ble to erase aQ that had been done in 
seconds.” 

Badran, who took office Dec. 4, 
told Parliament: “There might be 
some people held under questioning, 
and 1 promise that I win look into 
their cases in li g ht of the govern- 
ment's new policy of fibexalisation 


House panels elect heads "h?*; 


within the limits of the law.” 

He added that the release of confis- 
cated pasroorte was done in a manner 
which wul ensure tbe mmimmn 
psychological and physical anguish. 
“We gave all the passports to the 
passports department so as not to ask 
their holders- to return to the security 
departments and to faci li t a te the re- 
newal of these passpom if they 
needed such a measure," he said. 

The prime minister did not 
announce the number of coiAscated 
passports md later said he (fid not 
know their exact numbers. Sources, 
however, nramhrin that more than 
8,700 passports were being held. 

Amman Deputy Ahmad Abbadi, a 
fanner police official, distributed a 
statement urging the House to form a 
co mmittee charged with studying the 
situation of citizens barred from 
work, held in custody or deprived of 
p ass port s for security reasons. 

He also asked the General IoteQi- 


would “allow the JWA to resume its 
cultural and literary endeavours.” 

Deputy Fakfari Kawar handed in 
two memorandums to die speaker 
asking him to pose two questions to 
the gove rnm ent. 

The first question dealt with a story 
winch i3u m AI 

dafly and described the dicamstances 
which led to the death of a 26-year- 
old man who walked into dm hospital 
com plaining of heart pains and died 
seven bouts later far no explainable 

IfittCUL 

Kawar asked: “What caused the 
death of 26-year-oU Tnwrf Yousef 
Am Hassan? Is there any r ea son to 
believe that his death was caused by 
negligence from the Um v er ri ry Hos- 
pital or the specialised doctor? Have 
there been any p rev e n t ive measures 
taken to ensure mat such a case is not 


lAP)-i 

a legal t 
0 . 1 5^3 
evive lt 
aosnitK 
ie Loot" 
XfflBBft 


“We hare already released 48 potitio- 
al detainees. But I want to point oat 
that political detainees are different ‘ 
frmn convicted pofideai prisoners be- 
cause the latter need a special royal 
pardon,” Badran told Lower House 
representatives who pressed tbe issne 


AMMAN (Petxa) — Hie Lower House of Parliament’s legal, 
financial, adnuni strat i v e and foreign affairs committees held 
separate meetings Sunday and elected their chairmen and rappor- 
teurs. 

. Abdullah Nsonr was elected chairman and Abdullah AI Akaite h 
rapporteur of the Financial Committee; Hussein Mujaili became 
chmrman and Dr. Mohammad Abu Farez rapporteur for the Legal 
Committee; Jamal AI Khreisha was elected chairman and Laith 
Shbdlat r ap por te ur* of the Ad minis tr ati ve Committee; and Taher 
AI Masri became chairman and Hnsui Shiyab rapporteur for the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


gence Departmem to provide a fist of 
all these citizens to the House. 

Another letter addressed to the 
speaker of the Lower House, Sulai- 
man Arar, and signed by 37 deputies 
called for wmeeiimg the military gov- 
ernor's decision to dose down the 
Jordanian Writers Association 
(JWA) in June 1986. 

“We-also call for dosing downthe_ 
government appointed union of 
Jordanian Writers and Authors.” the 
memorandom said. 

The deputies said that soch a move 


In his second memorandum to the 
speaker. Kawar asked that the fallow- 
mg question be posed to the govern- 
ment: 

“Why did Sawt AI Shaab daily 
dismiss a number of its editors, who 
are also memben of the Jonmafists 
Association, as well as several of the 
workers in the newy ap er? Is there 
any intention to reinstate them in 
their jobs? Or is this only a Bnk in the 
drain of dismissals which over- 
'vbdtDed oewqM^en m the past 
year? Win tfame by any measures to 
prevent artntraiy iftmissab in our 
newspapers?” 


Hrawi assails Aoun but 
vows to seek Syrian nul 


r. vowsto s 

s areas • 

h* a, BEIRUT (Agencres) — Prea-. 
1 I®t dent Sias Hrinoi said in hn Inter- 
utuist view published Sunday that rebd- 
IPRNRk Kous Christian leader Michri 
anesste Aotm was “an outiaw leading a 
Hem mutiny that will only result io the 

final partition of Lebanon.” 

He also told the conservative 
AlDiyar newspaper thatbe plans 
to invite all muitu leaden to join 
. his national lecondfiathm gov- 
^mnent, formed under an OctCK 

Ara^^^gue to end Leb^m's 
14^year-old dvfl wax'. 

But Hrawi, a Maranise Catho- 
fic elected Nov. 24, stressed the 
mfliria dueftams must first dis- 
tend their private armies within 
-fix months, “otherwise they will 
be hit." 

He .did not elaborate. The 
Ldramesearmy is splintered, with 

20.000 men supporting Aoun and 

22.000 Muslim units, backing 
HrawL 

But^ these units axe pooriy 
-r-sii» eqmpped and without Syrian 
uufifary sqipoit would be hard 


Shamir ally says U.S. 
withholding information 


pressed to take on the Muslim' 
and leftist mifitias. 

Hrawi, 64, proposed a summit 
conference with Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad, Lebanon’s key 
power broker, “to begin discus- 
sing security roles and the with- 
drawal” of Syrian troops from 
Lebanon. 

• That appeared aimed at placat- 
ing tiie defiant Aoun. He. has 
dem and e d a comp l ete withdrawal 
by the Syrians. 

Hrawi dedared: “I pledge to 
all the Lebanese that the Syrian 
forces will evacuate eveiy part of 
Lebanon when the security needs 
for their presence cease to exist.” 

Meanwhile Arab peacemakers 
held *»lks with Iraqi President 

SmMam ™ Baghdad Sun- 

day before flying to Paris to 
pursue their quest for lasting 
peace in Lebanon. 

The foreign ministers, of Saudi 
Arabia and Algeria arrived in 
-Iraq Saturday night with Arab 
League envoy lakbdar Xbrahnni 
after holding talks with Syrian 


leadms in Damascus. 1 

Iraq bads Aoun while Syria 
supports Hrawi. 

An Arab diplomat said Saudi 
Arabian Foreign' Minister Prince 
Sand AI Faisal and his Algerian 
counterpart Ahmad GhazaH dis- 
cussed with Hussein the Arab 
League’s latest efforts to win a 
lasting peace in Lebanon. 

No details of the talks were 
revealed. 

Prince Sand told reporters 
when he left Damascus that the 
Arab Peace team wanted to re- 
move any obstacles to the peace 
plan under which Hrawi was 
elected and help his government 
consolidate its authority. 

Tbe Arab League peace com- 
mittee was set up in May to seek 
an end to the Lebanese civil war. 
The committee brokered a cease- 
fire in late September which en- 
ded months of artillery battles 
between Aoun's forces and Sy- 
rian troops backed by their mifitia 
allies in which 850 people were 
lriBcd. 


Czechs dump Communists; 
reform calls sweep East 


; -PRAG.UE (Agencies) — 
Czechoslovakia c&tched 40 years 
of Communist domination Sun- 
day as the hopes of the 1968 
“liagne spring*, reform move- 
'fitout blossomed anew two de- 
cades after they were crushed by 
Soviet tanlnt . 

Hardline President Gustav 
' Husak, last of tbe leaders in- 
volved with the Soviet-led War- 
saw Padr invasion and its after- 
math, stepped down and 
Czec hoslovakia's first gov- 
rannent without a C ommnnis t 
majority since 1948 assumed 
power. ; 

“It is a te mporar y gover nm ent 
wnch shall lead tire way to free 
ejections,” playwright Vaclav 
Hovel, a fotmer dissident consi- 


dered the most likely successor to 
Hnsak, told more than 300,000 
elated dtvTBum jammed into Pra- 
gue’s Wenceslas Square. 

Tbe people had achieved “a 
peaceful revolution,” be said. 

Elsewhere in Eastern Europe, 
where a whirlwind of popular 
discontent has ended or 
threatened to end Commnnist 
dominati on in most of the Soviet 
Union’s allies, massive crowds 
took to the streets to back calls 
for reform or demand faster prog- 
ress towards democracy. 

In East Germany, tens of 
thousands of people demons- 
trated in cities across the country 
as new Communist party leader 
Gregor Gysi, elected Saturday, 
faced a test of fire on bis pledges 


Senior Citicorp, Citibank 
executive ends Jordan visit 

AMMAN — Mr. Paul Col- ' they met with senior reg- 
tins; : Citicorp and Citi- ulators. 


of reform ahead of the country’s 
fi rst free elections next May. 

Pro-reform marches took place 
in Dresden, Magdeburg, Cott- 
bus, Plauen and East Bafin, the 
official ADN news agency said. 

But Sebastian Pflugbefl. a lead- 
ing member of East Germany’s 
biggest opposition, group New 
Forum, said he beheved a de- 
monstration in Leipzig Monday, 
the cradle of a refonn movement 
that shattered 43 years of Com- 
munist domination in just two 
months, would make farther de- 
mands for German reunification. 

In Sofia, up to 50,000 Bulga- 
rians marched through the capital 
and shouted for their Communist 
rulers to surrender their nmnopo- 
ly on power and hold talks with 


TEL AVTV (Agendas) ^Aa 
aDy of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir accused the United States 
Sunday of withholding informa- 
tion Israel neeeds to attend a 
meeting of U.S., Israeli, and 
Egyptian foreign ministers. 

Israel said Friday Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens would 
attend the Washington meeting 
but Shamir came under fire from 
hardliners within his Likud party 
during the weekly cabinet 
meeting. 

Tbe argument centres on the 
unpublished wording of Egypt’s 
acceptance of a five-point U.S. 
proposal for Palestinian-Israeli 
tails in Cairo. Same Israeli lead- 
ers fear that the process could 
lead to contact with the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO). 

“I don’t see in the American 
stance a fair stance towards 
Israel. I believe the Americans 
definitely have to give us the foil 
information. Hiat in fact has not 
been done,” Transportation 
Minister Moshe Katsav said after 
the cabinet meeting. 

“There is no denying die fact 
that there is no date for the 
departure of the foreign minis- 
ter,” said Katsav, who is closely 
aligned with Shamir. 

Shamir told the cabinet that 
Wariungton failed to provide 
Israel with details of Egypt’s last 
message on the subject, political 
sources said. 

An Israeli newspaper and 
Palestinian activists said secret 
contacts involving Israel, the Un- 
ited States and Egypt were under- 
way to choose Palestinian nego- 
tiators for preliminary talks. 

The independent Yediot Ahro- 
not daily said the parties hope to 
draw np an agreed list of Priesti- 


- man* before next month’s tripar- 
tite meeting in Washington when 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker is to host Arexfi and Esmat 
Abdul Megirid, the Egyptian 
fordgn minister. 

The behind-the-scenes di- 
plomacy was aimed at ezreum- 
venting Shamir’s refusal to have 
direct or indirect dealings with 
the FLO. 

Shamir’s spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner denied seoct contacts we 
underway, saying, “It's not true, 
it is only speculation. There are 
no secret contacts. We haven’t 
reached drat stage yet.” 

But two Israeli officials who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
said discussion of Palestinian 
negotiators may come up in raika 
expected later this month in 
Washington. 

Assad Saftawi of Gaza City, a 
leading Palestinian activist and a 
onetime close associate of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat, confirmed 
the report to the AP. 

“I know there are secret nego- 
tiations between parties to the 
conflict,” Saftawi added, noting 
that he was scheduled to travel to 
Cairo later this week to discuss 
the subject 

Saftawi also confirmed that he 
was one of some 20 names being 
considered as potential nego- 
tiators. Ten will be selected for 
the negotiating team when the 
ministers meet in WasUangton, 
Yediot Ahxonot said. 

Another leading Palestinian, 
Sari Nnsseibeh, said ' he had 
beard contacts were underway. “I 
don’t dunk there is a complete and 
final Ks t of names I think there is 
a serious and continuing discus- 
sion,” be tokl the AP in a tele- 
phone inte rvie w . 








An brad sohfier keeps a watchful eye oa Palestinians m occupied Jerusalem. 

Two boys shot dead 
in Gaza, West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli settlers shot 
dead two Arab teenagers Sunday, 
one in the occupied West Bank 
and one in the Gaza Strip, as the 
Palestinian uprising began its 
third year, hospital officials and 
residents said. 

Barakat Adel AI Fakhouri, 17, 
ffied at the Alia hospital m the 
West Bank city of Hebron shortly 
after an Israeli settler fired at a 
crowd of Palestinians who stoned 
his car in the city, they said. 

Israeli sources said the army 
was not involved in tbe incident 
but settlers were suspected of 
opening fire. 

An Israeli guard in a petrol 
tanker shot dead Naim said Nof- 
al, 17, after encountering rock- 
throwing protesters in Gaza’s 
Zeitoun quarter, residents said. 

Israeli police detained the 
track driver and two security men 
for questioning in Ashkelon. 

Seven other Palestinians were 
reported injured in dashes with 
troops, six in the Gaza Strip and 
one in Hebron. 

The wonnded included a 
Palestinian freelance journalist, 
Zakharia Hassan AI Talmas, 27, 
who was shot and seriously 
wounded in the stomach while 
filming a clash between troops 
and stone- throwing protesters in 
Gaza City, an eyewitness said. 


In Hebron, reports said Jewish 
settlers shot and killed a 15-year- 
old Palestinian. Hospital officials 
said Barakeh Ibrahim Fakhonri 
was killed with two gunshots in 
the head. 

Tbe two youths were the fourth 
and fifth Palestinians to die in a 
bloody weekend of dashes mark- 
ing the rebellion’s second 
anniversary. 

Tbe army lifted a three-day 
curfew on 650,000 Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip, but more than 
175,000 West Bank residents re- 
mained confined to their homes. 

A military spokesman said 
Nablus, the Balata, Askar, Jala- 
zoun, Kalandia, Dheisbeh and 
Tulkarm refugee camps and Bani 
Naim village remained under 
curfew. 

Israeli troops shot dead two 
Bani Naim residents during fierce 
dashes Saturday, the second 
anniversary of the PaJtetiman re- 
volt 

Israeli troops and settlers have 
kilted at teak 630 Palestinians 
since the uprising broke out Dec. 
8, 1987. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat said Israel's leaders would be 
swept into history’s dustbin if 
they turned a blind eye to super- . 
power detente and the pace of 
change in Eastern Europe. 

“These are new facts which no 


one can ignore... the torrential 
current of truth wfll^cany away 
those who fail to come to terms 
with them and who do not want 
to see the reality of the Palesti- 
nian movement,” Arafat said 
Saturday, second anniversary of 
the uprising. 

“It will not help the leaders of 
Israel to torn a blind eye to 
them... (or else) the tide will 
sweep them into the dustbin of 
history in the third year of the 
intifada,” be said in a message to 
Palestinians throughout the 
world. 

Arafat, chairman of tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO), said the intifada would 
continue “until the last Israeli 
soldier departs from our beloved 
land.” 

In tbe third year, Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
should work on economic inde- 
pendence, he said. 

“Let us follow up initiatives to 
build up the national economy by 
adopting a household economic 
system, by reclaiming the land 
and encouraging a return to work 
on the land,” he said. 

At the same time, the Palesti- 
nians of the intifada would strike 
new blows against the Israeli 
occupation by strengthening the 
system of popular committees, he 
added. 


French intervention seen possible in Comoros 


bank vice-chairman and 
di recto r who .w as 
accompanied by Mr. 
Shaiikat : Aziz r division 
head for the; Middle East 


, in honour of this visit, 
-Citibank Amman hosted 
a reception at the Am- 
man Plaza Hotel which 


and south East Europe, was attended by senior 
de^ecTfbr/Londori af- government officiate, di- 
ter a successful visit to plomats, bankers, and 
Jordan during which leading businessmen. 


In the Soviet Union itself, vo- 
ters went to tiie polls in the 
vrestwardkmkingBaltkn^htics 
of Estonia and Latvia to choose 
new municipal and rural councils 
in whaf were the closest to multi- 
party elections in Soviet history 
(see page 8). 

World War II allies France, 
Britain, the Soviet Union and the. 
United States plan a major con- 
ference on Monday to discuss the 
role of Berlin in East-West 
affairs, sources said Sunday. 

The sources in Wea Berlin said 
the four power conference wonld 

be tiie first since the 1971 meeting 
that drew up the agreement 
establishing the allies’ rights in 
the dty. 


DZAOUDZI, Mayotte Island 
(Agencies) — French troops 
laboured in the tropical heat of 
this Indian Ocean territory Sun- 
day as they prepared for possi- 
ble military intervention on the 
neighbouring mercenary-held 
Comoros Islands. 

At least five Puma transport 
helicopters have been flown 
into Mayotte since Friday and 
mili tary sources said 300 para- 
«*nffisfs and c o mmandos were 
being rushed in to reinforce the 
normal garrison of 250 French 
Foreign Legionnaires. 

Three French warships were 
anchored at Mayotte Island, 
which decided to remain 
French when the other three 
Comoros Islands unilaterally 
dedared independence xq 1975, 
and nrititary transport planes 
ferried in men and supplies. 

Army vehicles bumped along 
the narrow roads of the capital 
Dzaoudzi ferrying supplies 


from the a ero dr o me to a newly 
established camp of khaki 
tents, put up to house the milit- 
ary and possibly civilian eva- 
cuees from the Comoros Is- 
lands. 

The dark br o wn Puma heli- 
copters were parked nearby 
and French troops dressed in 
shorts sweated in the searing 
beat as they «w»innd«»d ammuni- 
tion and other supplies. 

The French Defence Ministry 
' has rated out an invasion of the 
Comoros to dislodge a group of 
about 30 white mercenaries who 
have held power since the 
assassination of President 
Ahmad Abdallah two weeks 
ago. 

But it said Saturday that 
France was making contingency 
plans to evacuate 1,600 French 


nxc islamlc n or t h w e st of Mada- 


Despite official French de- 


nials of an invasion, diplomats 
in tbe capital of Moroni say 
France will probably be obliged 
to assume responsibility for 
security if the mercenaries de- 
part. 

The Comorans meanwhile 
are struggling to oust the mer- 
cenaries, who have dominated 
the nation during 14 years of 
independence. 

. Tbe long-simmering opposi- 
tion to the mercenaries boiled 
over after the president was 
assassinated. Virtually all Com- 
orans believe the mercenary- 
led Presidential Guard, tbe 
main security force, was re- 
sponsible. 

An anti-mercenary protest 
Saturday in Moroni, the capit- 
al, was the second in three days 
broken up with tear-gas by the 
600-strong guard, headed by 
Frenchman Bob Denard, a 
legendary soldier of fortune 
and veteran of countless battles 


throughout Africa and Asia. 

“The people will not be satis- 
fied until the mercenaries 
leave,” said a bu s inessman who 
asked to be identified only as 
Abdou. “The Comorans want 
to choose their own leader.” 

Interim President Said 
Mohammed Djohar, in a radio 
announcement Friday, told 
people not to hold public 
gatherings. According to a 
source in contact with Djohar, 
the president feels he is hostage 
to the guard. All his public 
statements must be cleared by 
the mercenaries, said the 
source, who requested anony- 
mity. 

■ The 450,000 Comoran 
citizens — exceedingly poor, 

mostly illiterate and politically 
unorganised — will find it diffi- 
cult to oust the mercenaries by 
themselves. 

The much-hated Presidential 
Guard, now under the control 


of the mercenaries, is the rally , 
effective security force in the i 
volatile country. 1 

There is also a possibility of | 
clashes between French troops | 
and the mercenaries if the Pres - 1 
idential Guard tries to prevent ! 
the evacuation of French 1 
citizens. 

Diplomats, contacted by tele- 
phone from Mayotte, said the , 
atmosphere was very tense and 
soldiers of the 500-strong Pres- 
idential Guard, now beefed up 
to 650 by the caD-up of reser- 
vists, continued to patrol tire 
capital. 

Denard and other mercenar- 
ies have become extremely 
wealthy through extensive busi- 
ness interests. For example, the 
,U.S. embassy bmkhng is owned 
by former mercenary Roger 
Ghys. 

Denard began developing 
ties with South Africa in the , 
early 1980s. 
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Israeli oppression led to 


Arab uprising — Carter 


ATLANTA (R) — Ex-President Jimmy Carter, in a 
ceremony honouring Middle East human rights 
workers, has said that Israeli “oppression” in 
occupied territories had instigated the two-year-old 
Arab uprising. 


Carter also said that, despite^ 
some recent policy changes by* 
President George Bush, the 
“Reagan legacy” of Washington 
backing for military violence 
around die world survives. 

Hie said (he United States most 
share responsibility for wars in 
Central America and other re- 
gions in which millions of people 
are suffering. 


French-born Houston philan- 
thropist Dominique de Menfl, 
was to be given to groups moni- 
toring military abuses of Palesti- 
nians. 

Carter, in his annual “state of 
human rights address,” said activ- 
ists watching abuses worldwide 
have only recently begun to focus 
public attention on the “humilia- 
tion and suffering in the West 


Carter, who mediated the 
Israel-Egypt peace accord and 
now promotes human rights and 
peace as a private citizen, made 
his remarks in an address at his 
Atlanta Policy Centre, where a 
$100,000 prize was given jointly 
to the Pales tinian AI-Haq and 
Israeli B’tsdem groups. 

IsraeTs Foreign Ministry said 
its diplomats had been told to 
boycott the ceremony in which 
the four-year-old human rights 
award, named for Carter and 


Bank and Gaza Strip on people 
who for more than 22 years have 


who for more than 22 years have 
never known a day of freedom”. 


the violence of the intifada,” he 
said, adding fhat “ damage to 
human souls has been reciprocal. 
The peace, reputation and consci- 
ence of Israeli citizens have suf- 
fered terribly. Such are the rav- 
ages of war”. 

But the former president, who 
made human rights a major facet 


of poticy during his presidency 
from 1977-81, complained that 


world leaders are largely indiffe- 
rent to the cost of war on inno- 
cent populations and “scattered 
outcries for world peace (are) 
simply ignored or considered 
signs of weakness or idealistic 
political aberrations”. 

“It is not easy to face facts. 
Everyone knows that the Israelis 
and the Palestine liberation 
Organisation — yes, the FLO — 
must work together to resolve the 
conflict so mat Israel’s security 
can be preserved while the 
Prtctjtnrians finally enjoy self-de- 
termination and human rights,” 
he said. 

“Despite some commendable 
reverses in policy during recent 
months, the Reagan Legacy sur- 
vives,” Carter asserted. “We 
have poured bShons of dollars 
into El Salvador, much of die 
support going to military leaders 
who openly condone and prob- 
ably direct the notorious death 
squads. 

“The world knows that it was 
some of these same Salvadorean 
army troops who recently mur- 
dered six priests... We look die 
other way and main tain the flow 
of arms,” he added. 


UNRWA to protest school closures 



Israeli soldiers stand easy on patrol tn the OidCky of Jc 


alert psa 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief mid Works Agen- 
.cy for Pales tinian Refugees (UN- 
RWA) has been advised by die 


RWA) has been advised by die 
Israeli occupation authorities that 
schools in the West Bank will be 
kept dosed — if necessary, by 
force — until Jan. 10, 1990, when 
the delayed 1989-90 school year is 
to begin. 

In view of this, UNRWA has 
decided not to attempt to re-open 
Its schools in the west Bank as 
planned on Dec. 11 in order not 
to compromise the safety of 
36,000 Palestine refugee school- 

rhildr en 

The Israeli occupation author- 
ities on Nov. 12 ordered all 


schools in the West Bank dosed 
‘Tor the interest of the local 
residents and to secure discipline 
and order.” That order made it 
impossible for UNRWA to com- 
plete the 1988-89 school year, as 
planned, by the end of November 
under a compressed curriculum 

aimed at malcwig np far mo n ft« of 

schooling lost the previous year. 


UNRWA protested at the time 
that the closure order put the 
education of refugee children in 
serious jeopardy. The agency 
subsequently made plans to re- 
open the 90 affected UNRWA 
schools in the West Bank Dec. 11 
in order to make up for rime 


already lost in the current school 
year. 

The agency has now decided 
against trying to re-open its 
schools in the West Bank “de- 
spite the further loss of rime and 
the increased burdens” that this 
will place on the pupils and then 
•1,340 teachers. 

At the same time, UNRWA 
has expressed its dis a ppointment 
to the Israelis at the way in which 
co-ordination was handled with 
the agency “on a matter of grave 
concern to ns.” It has also noted 
its intention to follow iq> the 
issues raised by die protracted 
West Bank school closures 
through a pp ro p riate channel*- 


Thousands rally in Jerusalem for Arab-Israeli peace 


U.S. battleship arrives in Bahrain 


MANAMA (AP) — In a quiet 
shift of policy, the United States 
has replaced its aircraft carrier 
force in the Indian Ocean with a 
battleship, leaving die region un- 
covered by a carrier for the first 
tune in more than three years. 

The 58,000-ton USS New 
Jersey, one of four World War 
II- vintage battleships restored to 
active duty in recent years, ar- 
rived this month to replace the 
carrier USS Midway, which had 
patrolled the waters just outride 
the Gulf since September. 

On Saturday, the New Jersey 
dropped anchor at Bahrain for 
flie first of two unprecedented 
port calls in the Gulf . It is the first 
American capital ship to enter 
the strategic waterway in “mod- 
em rimes,” according to Penta- 
gon officials. It also is the largest 
warship ever to appear inside the 
Gulf, navy records show. 

A Pentagon spokesman, army 
■Col. Keith Schneider, called the 
ship's entry into the Gulf a 


“routine operation to demonstra- 
te a continuing U.S/ commit- 
ment to the region.” 

Sand! Arabia, though friendly 
toward die United States, was 
reported to have rejected a re- 
quest for the huge ship to visit 
one of its ports, an oil centre 
where thousands of American 
famili es live, and winch is often 
visited by other U.S. warships. 

Tbe New Jersey sailed through 
the Strait of Hormuz Thursday 
night, leaving its seven escort 
ships behind in die north Arabian 
Sea. 

By coincidence, it arrived as 
Iran began a week of naval man- 
oeuvres in the southern Gulf, 
described by Tehran Radio as the 
largest such exercise since 1979. 
It was the second major drill since 
Iraq and Iran agreed to a cease- 
fire in August, 1988, ending their 
eight-year war. 

During the war, U.S. aircraft 
carriers and battleships operated 
in the north Arabian Sea and 


sometimes ventured into the out- 
er straits, but never entered the 
Gulf proper. 

U.S. officials said then that the 
huge strips' presence in the oil 
waterway was unnecessary and 
would doubtless be semi, espe- 
cially by Iran and perhaps by 
some Arab states as well, as a 
provocation. They also noted dial 
a carrier or battleship inside die 
Gulf would be vulnerable to 
possible terrorist or dose-range 
military attack. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Thousands of Israeli peace 
activists carrying candles and por- 
traits of Jewish and Arab children 
killed in the Palestinian uprising 
marched silently in occupied 
Jerusalem Saturday to 
peace talks with die FLO. 

The torchlight demonstration 
was called by the leftist Peace 
Now Movement to mark the 
second anniversary of the start of 
the uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Police estimated the crowd at 
3,500. Organisers said about 
5,000 people merit part. 

The protesters, mdnrimg many 
of land's leading academics and 
writers, carried banners saying 
“143 Jewish and Palestinian dril- 
dren have died in die uprising.”. 

Mounted police and paramilit- 
ary border police lined die route, 
which passed dose to Prime 
Mmister Yitzhak Shamir's official 
residence. A hawtfhi of right- 
wmg^beddets .shouted abuse at 
die marchers. 


Israel Radio said eight sup- 
ports of far-right anti-Arab Rai>- 
bi Meir Kahane were detained for 
disturbing the peace. 

The government refuses to 
negotiate with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
branding it a “terrorist” group 
bent cm Israel’s destruction. 

The Israeli human rights 
watchdog group Betsdem says 
troops and Jewish settlers have 
killed more than 100 P alestinian* 
under die age of 16. 

• Three Israeli children were kil- 
led in a firebomb attack, a Jewish 
giri was accidentally shot dead by 
an Israeli guard when their biking 
group clashed with Palestinians, 
and a settler’s baby was shot dead 
accidentally by troops lying in 
ambush for Palestinian militants . 

Placards and speakers at die 
march called on tbe government 
to negotiate with the PLO. 

“We hope to bring to public 
attention the blood price mat is 
being paid: Thu .will cause more 
peojrie to believe that die conflict 


should be strived through negotia- 
tions,” said Tzali Reshef, a 
spokesman for Peace Now. 

The peace activists were bused 
in from across the co untry and 
included people from Tel Aviv, 
Israeli Arabs and residents of 
kibbutzes, or collective fanns. 

“This isn't a protest like a 
Eastern Europe, because there 
no one is getting killed. Here a 
people are fighting for an exist- 
ence,” said an Israeli Arab who 
would only give his first name as 

Ib rahim. 

Beany Gefea, a fanner whose 
son was killed' in a dash with 
Palestinian guerrillas in Lebanon, 
carried a placard that read “it's 
easy to talk to friends. We must 
speak with the enemy. ” 

“Enough blood has been 
shed,” he said. “It’s tune to speak 
with die PLO. This is one of toe 
things our prime minister does 
not understand.” ■ 


and cameramen, including 
Associated Press reporter Haito- 
am Hamad, were detained by the 
army for more tfam five hours 
Saturday after they witnessed sol- 
diers opening fire cm Palestinian 
protesters. 


Hebron Potice Headquarters. 

Army ^okesman^wip cannot S' 
be identified under nuh^uy-reg-jS 
illations, said those detained wens ft' 
not anested or chargat They^ 


said the delay in toehr!rdease|; 
came because azxahgooiaiBK hadJr 
to be made for the films, and tapes 
to be taken for mewing by mflit- 
axy officials. ~ 

However, Hamad said he and 
the others each had to sign a bad fl* 
warrant for 3,000 shekels it 
($1,500) before their release. 2“ 
He said they were not told if i 
they were accused of any crime n 
blit, were questioned-; -about :& 
whether they knew they bad ea- js 
tered a dosed military area. Out- js 
skiers are forbidden to enter ;d 
. closed zones. ' ■ £ 

Soldiers often dose down an 
towns or villages where trouble tf 
develops, sometimes after repor- rj 
tera already are present The jour- __ 
natists wtio -were , detained were 
. an in-toe viUra a pro- 

fest mardh. before it turned vio- 
lent, Hamad said.' •' . 


Several cars carrying the jour- 
nalists were stopped by soldiers 


after the vehicles left the village 
of Beni Naim, where two people 
were killed and one wounded b> 
army gunfire during & protest 
marking toe start of the Palesti- 
nian uprising’s third year. 

Film and videotape cassets 
were adzed from photographers 
and television crews, Hamad 
said. 

Others who were held inrinried 
cameramen or reporters for th£ 
U.S. television network ABC, 
tfre television agencies Visnews 
and WTN, and two freelance 
photographers. 

- The e^ht men - were^hdd at 
army headquarters “in' Hebron* 
near Beni Naim, then takoi to 


8 journalists detained . . 
Meanwhile eight journalists 


The New Jersey, first brought 
out of mothballs (hiring die Viet- 
nam War and again in the early 
1980s, carries its original nine 
16-inch (41-centimetre) guns but 
has been upgraded with an array 
of modem weaponry mdnding 
king-range Tomahawk cruise mis- 
siles. 

It last saw action off the coast 
of Lebanon in 15H53, firing in 
support of U.S. Marines on a 
peacekeeping missi on. 


Egyptian 
oil platform 
seriously 
damaged 


Israel to supply arms to Ethiopia, report says 




CAIRO (R) — Production has 
stopped at an oil platform 
seriously damaged when a ship 
struck it Friday in the Gulf of 
Suez, an operating company offi- 
cial said Sunday. 


LONDON (AP) — Israel has 
agreed to siqiply aims to Ethiopia 
in a swap for ^Ethiopian Jews, the 
Sunday Times reported, quoting 
unspecified Western diplomatic 
sources. 

Thousands of Ethiopian Jews,- 
known as Falashas, were allowed 
to emigrate from war- and 


drought-ravaged Ethiopia to 
Israel in 1985. Fstimates of the 


Crew of sunken boat arrive in Suez 


SUEZ (AP) — The captain and 
crew of a Cypriot-flagged, phos- 
phate-laden boat which sank in 
the Red Sea near Ethiopia on 
Dec. 7, arrived Sunday on board 
a ship that rescued them, a police 
official said. 

The captain of the Sterling 
Grace cargo boat told Egyptian 


police that his boat sank in the 
Red Sea near Ethiopia after it 
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661293 or 665967. 


struck an unidentified object. 

Greek Captain Giorgos Kokof- 
akis tokl police that when the 
boat started sinking, he and his 20 
Greek and Filipino crewmen sent 
distress signals and then threw 
themselves into the water. He 
said a Japanese-owned ship, the 
Pelander, beard their distress sig- 
nal and rescued them several 
hours after their boat had sunk. 

“I do not know exactly what 
made the boat sink. We bad 
passed toe Saudi port of Jeddah 
and were passing near the Ethio- 
pian coast when the ship was 
severely shaken like h had struck 
something,'' the police official 
quoted Koko raids as saying. 


“We found a big bole in the 
side of die boat and water quickly 
started filling up tbe haul and the 
boat started sinking quickly. We 
sent distress signals and then 
threw ourselves into the water 
and swam away from toe ship,” 
Kokoralris told police. 

KokoraJris did not specify 
whether the boat was in interna- 
tional waters in the Red Sea or 
whether it was in Ethiopian wa- 
ters. 


The official, from toe Gulf of 
Suez Petroleum Company (GUP- 
CO), could not say when produc- 
tion of 6,000 barrels a day would 
resume. He said little ofl was 

spilled as valves to the well dosed 

automatically on Impact and no 
one was hurt. 


Israel in 1985. F-stimates of the 
number r emaining vary. 

The arms offered include 
ammunition and spare parts for 
Soviet weaponry captured by the 
Israelis, the weekly said. 

The Soviet Union has been the 
main backer of Ethiopian ruler. 


President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, in his longrnmning civil 
war with secessionist guerrillas 
and with Somali forces and later 
Somali guerrillas on his eastern 
border. 

But Soviet nrifitary help is now 
being scaled down and c?i the 
Soviet militaiy advisers are ex- 
pected to be out of the war zone 
by Christmas, toe newspaper 
said. 

The deal with Israel prepares 
the way for extensive intelligence 
cooperation between Ethiopia 
and Israel and a runway and a 
listening station will be buflt for 
Israeli use cm toe “strategically 


positioned Ethiopian Dahlak Is- 
lands in toe Red Sea,” toe report 
■said. 

The weekly said up to 200 
Israeli soldiers and technicians 
are in toe-capita], Addis Ababa, 
training Ethiopian officers and 
repairing military hardware. 

Ethiopia in November restored 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
after severing them over the 1973 
Middle East war. 

The day after Israefi-Etoumian 
ties were restored, Israel's fore- 
ign minister, Moshe Arens, said 
the move would “facilitate the 
ability to deal direedy with the 
government of Ethiopia to bring 


out die. remainder of Ethiopian 
Jewry to Israel”. 


But the limes quoted an Israeli 
Foreign Ministry spokesman as 
saying there -were “no strings 
attach e d” to the renewal and toat 
he knew nothing about any nriht- 


£a a similar report lastmonto, 
toe official Sudanese newspaper 
A1 Engaz A1 Watani said flat, as 
part of toe deal retitwing di- 
plomatic ties, Ethiopia would 
provide Israd with naVaffarilities 
in the Red Sea and 22,000 Ethio- 
pian Jews would he allowed to 
leave for Israel. 


Afghan rebels claim to have downed 5 planes 


The phosphates and fertilizers 
winch me boat was carrying can 
be harmful to fish and other sea 
life. Lloyds Shipping Intelligence 
says tbe Sterling Grace is man- 
aged by Interjrlobal Marine 
Agencies, S.A. Piraeus, Greece. I 


Egypt’s Ofl Minister Abdul 
Hadi Kandeel, Quoted by the 
semi-official A1 Abram newspap- 
er, estimated initial damage at 
$30 million, mainly in lost pro- 
duction. 

Kandeel said production at 
other platforms would be in- 
creased to compensate and ship- 
ping would not be affected. 


The GUPCO official said the 
ship, the Panay Sampaguita, had 
hit toe platform while sailing up 
tiie Gulf of Suez towards the Suez 
Canal. He said both weather and' 
visibility had been fine. 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — 
Afghan insurgents have claimed 
to have downed five Afghan gov- 
ernment aircraft and killed scores 
of Kabul's troops during week- 
long fighting in northern Afgha- 
nistan. 

MIDIA, a joint rebel informa- 
tion organ, said rebel fighters 
shot down three helicopter 
gunships last week after aircraft 
strafed rebel positions outside 
Mahnana, the capital of Afgha- 
nistan's northwestern Faxyab pro- 
vince. MEDIA reported that no 
one survived toe downing of the 
helicopters. 

Abdul Rahim, MEDIA direc- 
tor, said at least 40 Afghan troops 


were either killed or captured in 
the fighting, inducting Brig.-Gen. 
Alam, commander of toe 53rd 
Afghan regiment based in 
Faryab. 

Rahim said two fighter bom- 
bers were shot down outside 
Baghlan City, on toe strategic 


rebels have not captured any ma- 
jor cities. They control much of 
the countryside, however. 

The rebels and their backers, 
most notably in tbe United. 
States, predicted toe imminent 


when Moscow with- 


kflometres Salang Highway, -drew its last combat troops after 

mvwHiPp mruJii Ima aC > * *- - - - » ' 


tbe Afghan capital's supply line 
to the Soviet Union. 

Rahim claimed rebels downed 
the Soviet-supplied ground- 
attack aircraft after capturing 
Hasantal, a town adjacent to 
Baghlan City, 190 kilometres 
north of KatmL 

In 11 years of fighting to topple 
toe Kabul rulers, U.S.-backed 


nine years of direct intervention. 

Within weeks, the ruling gov- 
ernment abandoned most of its 
border posts and remote garri- 
sons. Since then, insurgents and 
government troops have waged a 
seesaw battle for security posts 
ringing Afghanistan’s cities. 

Rahim said the heavy fighting 
in northern Afghanistan oelies 


President Najibullah’s claims that 
rebel field commanded hav$ 
struck deals with the ruling gov- 
ernment. He also said it debunks 
Najibullah’s assertion that fight- 
ing is restricted to. border areas 
because of the direct involvement 
of Pakistan's militaiy, a charge 
denied by Pakistan. 

“Na jibnflah is claiming that 
fighting is just going on in the 
south and along the border, 
around Jalalabad, because of in- 
terference from Pakistan" .said 
Rabizn. “But the fighting is the 
north proves that it’s sot true and 
that toe Mujahedeen. have not 
reached any agreement with the 
government.” 
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director of Foreign Ministry's Palestinian 
Department, Ahmad Qatanani, Sunday 


N. team urged to take steps in 
pport of women under occupation 


(J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
a visiting United Na- 
-fmrirng commission to 
ps in supporting 
[estiman women 
la nK ocntpica Arab territories. 

ftfieUmted Nations ought to 
[arfwtigate the real conditions of 
! the r Palestinian women and pro- 
vide material and moral support 
;to improve these conditions and 
! help the oppressed women 
. strengthen the Arab steadfastness 
in thefece of Israel’s occupation 
audits atrocities,” Foreign Minis- 
try’s Department of Palestinian 
D p .. Affairs Director Ahmad Qatana- 
... .5!?* ni said at a meeting with the 
tean, ‘ 

ttcdcr The team, assigned by the Un- 
Nations Secretary General 
Test f‘ & Javier Perez de Cuellar to look 


into the conditions'of Palestinian 
women, groups four female ex- 
perts on women's affairs from 
Norway, Argentina, the United 
States and the United Nations. 

Qatanani briefed the team era 
aid offered by Jordan to help 
support the steadfastness of the 
Palestinian people by facilitating 
the marketing of agricultural pro- 
ducts in Jordan and by providing 
social and administrative aid to 
die Palestinian citizens under 
Israeli occupation. 

Qatanani said that the Palesti- 
nian women uniter occupation 
are providing a major contribu- 
tion to the current uprising by 
caring for the wounded at their 
homes and doing all that is 
needed for the young men con- 


fronting the Israeli troops. 

He presented the visiting team 
with a statistical bulletin on the 
situation in the occupied Palesti- 
nian lands and noted that the 
current Israeli atrocities had 
caused 5,000 abortions over the 
past two years wfaidi also witnes- 
sed the death of 73 Palestinian 
women. 

The Israeli authorities continue 
to detain hundreds of Palestinian 
women who are heroically con- 
fronting die Israeli forces by all 
available means, Qatanani 
added. 

The U.N. team win hold meet- 
ings with other officials and inter- 
view Palestinian, women deported 
from the occupied territories be- 
fore winding up the current visit 
Friday. 
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'Oh Coward’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — For the third (fane this year, Hold Jordan 
Tater. Continental la association with British Airwa ys, h osts the 
cart of yet another of Derek Nhnme’s theatrical productions. Oh 
Canard, by Sir Nod Coward. CnBw previous Nod Coward 
produc ti o ns . Oh Coward k a musical revue co nt ai nin g extracts 
from his plays, raniniscent of bis fife and the many songs that have 
now passed into legend. With the two actors Math Wynter and 
Rdand C ur ram and the two actresses Jan Waters and Bronwea 
WflSnhs, the everting b rich in wit, music, romance, dance and 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from montSJy bulletins ami 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
tine- ami place with tbe concerned institutions. 


*=**!;• I 


* An exhibition of paintings and etchings inspired by Arabic 
Wawjf art at Abdul Hamced Shoman Foundation. 

•fr An art edd^n by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at AT Wasiti Gallery, Plaza Hotel, 
ifr An wH M rtnii or gani sed by the Goethe Institute entitled “The 
Bine Rider” at the Jordan Unive r si ty of Science and Tedraolo- 
. .Tgyi WWd. _ 

'tr A- book edAUon at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An attrition which fndndes publications on the Ptdestinian 
' hne at toe Yanwnk University. 

* A photographic exhibition, held on the 156th anniversary of the 

hwnti nn nf phn jff gp ii pliyj hy Karim* and Demfrrev at the Sovi^ 

Cultural Cadre. 

Hr A photography exhibition on French pod de Prevert at toe 
Fr e nc h Cdtotai Centre. 

☆ An edtibHon of and photographs on the Palestinian 

intifada at toe Royal Cultural Centre. 

*-An art "*bBM** by midwi Maazi at the Soviet Guttural 
Centre. 

*~A* art exhibition by Jordanian artist Akram H ad d ad and 
Idann artist Fatima Hussein at Alfa Art Gaflery. 

’fr An exMMtiflnoa the Great Arab Revolt which inc ludes photos, 
"«pi ami documents at toe Yannook University. 


* Poetry redtd on tbe iattfada by a nrasber of Jordanian poets at 

.the Royal Cdtaral Cadre — -5:00 pan. . 


^AFrendi Abu entitied “Jenny” at the Fraxh Coltund Cedre 
. 8dW pan. 

£ A Soviet film entitled “Assasshtating the Future” at toe Soviet 
. Cotond Ceatre — 5i3fl pan. 

^r Two ARkrcd JOttocock Blais' entitled “Yeung and Innocent” 
and “Secret Agest” at toe Britldi Cooncfl at 5.-8© and &30 
pun. itqiectfveiy. . 


Sharif said that news agencies 
can and should contribute to the 
economic and political integra- 
tion of the ACC countries and 
promote their development 

plans. 


briefs the visiting UJI. delegation in Amman (Petra 
photo) 


environmental situation in Aqaba 
and Zarqa and the prospect of 
producing energy from Amman’s 
garbage. 

The thud part deal with studies 
to provide Amman with water 
and problems pertaining to the 
Khirbet Al Samra wastewater 
treatment plant 

Tal told the meeting that the 
Swedish experts propose working 
out a strategy that would deal 
with air and water pollution in the 
Aqaba, Zarqa and Amman re- 
gions and a way for dealing with 
pollution of undezground water. 

He said the report demands 
that proper attention be given to 
current water pumping processes 
from' artesian wells. 

Further recommendations in- 
cluded in the report call for the 
rationalisation of water consump- 
tion used in industries, treatment 
of industrial water and giving 
further attention to the protec- 
tion of water and air from pollu- 
tion in the Zarqa. region. 

In February 1989 two Swedish 
experts in environment protec- 
tion raised questions on air and 
water pollution in Jordan as part 
of a long term problem identifica- 
tion project to improve tbe eit 
vironmental conditions in the 
country. 

The two experts referred in 
particular to poQnfion in the Zar- 
qa River and areas surrounding 
industries along the river as well 
as issues related to wastewater 
treatment. 

In Jane this year, Tal. 
announced that Jordan has 
embarked on tbe implementation 
of a national environment 
strategy and was enlisting the 
assistance of Swedish experts. 

Jordan calls 
for complex 
to broadcast 
ACC news 

CAIRO (J.T.) — Jordan has 
presented a working paper to an 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) meeting in Cairo provid- 
ing for cooperation among tbe 
national news agencies of Jordan, 
Iraq, Egypt and North Yemen. 

The paper was debated at a 
meeting by the heads of the news 
agencies in the first day of a 
conference called to rikrnss the 
implementation of resolutions 
taken by ACC ministers of in- 
formation held in Baghdad last 
August. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the Jordanian 
paper presented by Petra Direc- 
tor Ah Safadti calls for the crea- 
tion of a complex for the four 
agencies to broadcast news about 
the ACC states to be controlled 

a qiedal councO elected die 

four countries. 

The meetings were opened by 
Egyptian Minster of Information 
Safwat Al Sharif who voiced his 
country’s approval of the com- 
plex which, he said, pools the 
work of tiro four news agencies 
and helps to speed np toe integra- 
tion of the ACCs informational 


Badran 

receive 

more 

congratulations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Mndar Badran received in his 
office Sunday Mr. Yousef Sha’- 
lan, from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and dis- 
cussed with him Jordan’s rela- 
tions with the IMF. 

The meeting was attended by 
Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh. 

Last year the IMF proposed an 
economic reform programme for 
Jordan which Badran has said his 
government will abide by to help 
toe country overcome its present 
financial and economic problems. 

ASb Sunday, Badran received 
in his office the bead «md mem- 
bers of the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice who called to offer their 
congratulations to the prime 
minister on forming his govern- 
ment. 

Badran later received the 
ambassadors of Kuwait, Turkey, 
Great Britain and the United 
States who also offered their con- 
gratulations. 

The prime minister Sunday re- 
ceived cables of congratulations 
from the prime ministers of 
Kuwait, Iraq and France. 


PRINCE VISITS DIVISION: 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, tbe personal repre- 
sentative of His Majesty King 
Hussein, Sunday called at the 
12th Royal Mechanised Division 
where he was received by its 
co mmander and officers. Prince 
Mohammad was briefed on the 
division’s duties and its training 
programme. Also Sunday Prince 
Mo hammad called at Al Wihda 
Dam project she and heard a 
briefing on the project’s develop- 
ment. (Petra) 

LAWZI MEETS ENVOYS: 

Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi Sun- 
day received in his office 
Moroccan Ambassador to Jordan 
Abdul Latif Al Iraqi who con- 
veyed to him tbe congratulations 
of the Moroccan parliament 
speaker on being reappointed as 
speaker of the Upper House. 
Lawzi also received Turkish 
Ambassador to Jordan Oktay 
Aksoy who gave him a message 
of congratulations from die Tur- 
kish National Assembly. speaker. 
(Petra) 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
IRAQ: The Lower House of Par- 
ti ament Sunday sent a cable to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
congratulating Iraq for its success 
in launching a rocket capable of 
carrying a satellite. The cable 
sent by House Speaker Suleiman 
Arar paid tribute to the Iraqi 
military industries for their major 
achievement in which the Arab 
nation takes great pride. (Petra) 

ABU TALEB RETURNS: 

Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu 
Taleb returned home Sunday af- 
ter an official visit to the United 
States at the bead of a military 
delegation. He was received at 
the airport by his assistants and 
the Royal Air Force commander. 
(Petra) 

IRAQI DELEGATION: The 

Iraqi Ministry of Local Adminis- 
tration delegation currently on a 
visit to Jordan, Sunday called at 
the Ports Corproation in Aqaba 
dty and heard a briefing from its 
Director General Eid Al Fayez 
on its establishment and its role in 
serving the national economy and 
the local society in Aqaba Dis- 
trict. (Petra) 


Regional conference on land and water opens 


Jordan straggles to meet 


water requirements 


Khalaf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor- 
dan is straggling to meet 
its requirements of water 
supplies and has 
embarked on new prog- 
rammes in search of wa- 
ter resources. The King- 
dom K also fr irilrfiifg dftirra 
to make available suffi- 
cient amounts of water 
for irrigation. Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Daoud Khalaf said 
Sunday. 

At present, the Kingdom is 
conducting studies on the ex- 
pl citation of non-traditional wa- 
ter resources, such as recycling 
treated wastewater for agncultu- 


tion techniques, water distribu- 
tion and water management, the 
minister told the opening session 
of a five-day regional conference 
on land ana water in the Near 
East region which is held here 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Delegates from 22 Arab and 
foreign countries in the region are 
taking part in the conference 
which is being organised by the 
United Nations Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO). 

gfmlirf tnlri the wMthw that Jordan 
is considered part ofthe semi-arid 
regions of the world which re- 
ceives no more than 200 mil- 
limetres of water annually; and 
therefore the country has to de- 
pend more and -more on artesian 
wells and undergro un d water re- 
sources. 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Daoud Khalaf Sunday opens a 
water in Amman (Petra photo) 


regional conference on land and 


But, he said, all measures are 
being taken” to save every drop 
of the precious supplies for 
domestic, industrial and agri- 
cultural purposes. 

“For a long time now Jordan 
has been preoccupied with stu- 
dies and research work on ways 
to make available sufficient sup- 
plies of water and the ministiy 
has now drawn up broadlines fair 
a national water strategy based 
on the available resources and the 
potential skills for exploiting 
these resources in the best possi- 
ble manner,” the minister 
pointed out. 

Khalaf paid tribute to FAO 
and Its affiliate organisations for 
their help to the developing na- 
tions in tbe fields of agriculture 
and water development. 

The FAO representative at the 
meeting said that his organisation 
was impressed with Jordan’s en- 
deavours in water and land de- 
velopment an the extensive 


schemes being implemented in 
the Jordan Valley. 

The conference, he said, aims 
to help the participants, who are 
all engineers and specialists, to 
make better use of water and land 
to increase food production. 

The meeting will review 14 
working papers on tbe use of land 
and water resources, the imple- 
mentation of resolutions and re- 
commendations passed by pre- 
vious meetings and developments 
in technology pertaining to land, 
water, agriculture and irrigation. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the* first session 
reviewed four working papers 
one of which was presented by 
Jordan, dealing with the socio- 
economic aspects of water and. 
land projects. 

The meeting, which is held 
biennially, is also attended by 
representatives of regional and 
international organisations con- 
cerned with development. 


A U.N. official here said that 
tbe participants will direct their 
attention to the following issues: 
Problems pertaining to irrigation 
in the Near East region, mainte- 
nance and operation work con- 
nected with irrigation, proper use 
of water resources for irrigation, 
socio-economic aspects related to 
the treatment of waste-water and 
recycling it for famine, d 
terioration of soil srd 
confront this problem, d- - 
fertilisers, improved meiuou* r 
crop production in rair-r;d .e- 
gions, monitoring the leakage 
and waste of water ana ways to 
deal with this problem in the 
Western Asian region. 

The official said that the parti- 
cipants wQl tour a number of 
water projects in the Jordan Val- 
ley where modem techniques in 
irrigation have been intTC need. 

The Jordanian delegatk v o 
submit two research papers to 
meeting. 


Amman, Zarqa prepare for People’s Army recruits 


AMMAN (Petra) — Initial pre- 
parations for providing military 
training to recruits for the Peo- 
ple’s Army wi thin the Amman 
and Zarqa areas were discussed 
here Sunday at a meeting chaired 
by Amman Governor Moham- 
mad Ali Al Amin. 

Tbe Amman Military Com- 
mander addressed the meeting, 
winch was attended by members 
of toe People’s Army Council for 
the Amman region, outlining the 

prinriplwf anH ninx nf file tr aining 

programme, pointing ont the 
army's duty in times of war and 
peace and during natural disas- 
ters. 


The military commander said 
that training programmes have 
been worked out in a manner 
which would not interfere with 
the routine business nor with the 
recruit’s daily p rog ram mes and 
their duty in the private or the 
pnttic sectors. 

As an initial step, the Armed 
Forces department in charge of 
the People’s Army will embark 
on an ininnnanp Tiai programme 
to prepare the recruits psycholo- 
gically for the coming training 
period, the commander con- 
tinued. 

He said militaxy training will be 


first given to citizens in tbe sub- 
urbs of Zarqa and Amman, and 
the second stage will include the 
citizens of the two cities proper. 

Amin addressed the meeting 
opting that tbe idea of the Peo 
pie’s Army emanated from the 
real challenges and dangers the 
Kingdom is farin g as a result of 
the continued Israeli imperialist 
onslaught on the Arab nation. 

“Jordan has been spearheading 
all Arab efforts to confront the 
Israeli challenge, and it has been 
incumbent on its people to shoul- 
der the responsibility in this re- 
spect and defend toe Arab na- 


tion,” Amm said at the meeting. 

The People’s Army, he added, 
will serve as a back-up force . 
supporting toe regular Arme 
Forces in war and in peace time. 

The council, set up last week to 
take charge of preparations for 
the military tr aining programmes, 
groups the military commander 
of the Amman region, and repre- 
sentatives of the various econo- 
mic and soda! sectors, as well as 
the Civil Defence and Public 
Security Departments. 

A statement about toe coiin 
cal’s meeting cid not. give dates a» 
to when the military training will 
start. 


RSS leads the way in food quality control 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s en- 
deavours through the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) and con- 
cerned ministries in matters con- 
cerning food quality control were 
brought to hght at a four-day 
seminar which opened Sunday at 
the RSS with the participation of 
27 delegates from the private and 
toe public sectors in the 


“The seminar on food quality 
control: Inspection and sam- 
pling’’ was organised by tbe socie- 
ty’s Industrial Chemical Depart- 
ment in cooperation 1 with the 
Ministiy of Industry and Trade 
and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO). 

“The RSS has given due con- 
cern and attention to the question 


of food 'quality control over the 
past 15 years in view of the fact 
that Jordan, along with toe rest erf 
the Arab countries are a major 
importer of food supplies,” 
according to Dr. Saeed Alkmsh, 
head of the society's industrial 
chemistry department. 

ADoush, who opened the ses- 
sions, noted that the Arab 
World’s food imports in 1985 
were estimated to have cost S25 
billion. 

“To ensure control over the 
imported food supplies, the RSS 
has bear operating laboratories 
specialised in testing food sam- 
ples, and has been intent on 
providing advice to the various 
concerned government depart- 
ments and various private institu- 
tions in this regard,” Alloush 


continued. 

One of the departments closely 
working with toe RSS in this field 
is toe Ministry of Industryacmd 
Trade which has depended on toe 
RSS laboratories to test various 
samples of imported food, 
ADoush noted. 

He told toe Jordan Times that 
delegates from toe ministries of 
Water and Irrigation, Industry 
and Trade, Health, Finance and 
Customs, as well as tbe Jordanian 
Armed Forces and tbe private 
sector are raking part in toe meet- 


He said toe participants will 
make field trips to tbe RSS labor- 
atories, toe Ministry of Industry 
and Trade’s departments in 
charge of standards and specifica- 
tions and tbe Amman Customs 


Office where samples of imported 
food are taken for iest. 

Hassan Saoudi, director of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade's 
Department of Specifications and 
Standards, told the meeting that 
the RSS laboratories direct their 
attention to toe food supplies to 
ensure that they are all fit for 
human consumption. 

RSS officials said that topics to 
be discussed at the meeting in- 
clude: Methods and techniques of 
sampling, international standards 
for quality control, manufactur- 
ing techniques and emphasis im- 
posed on quality control, organo- 
ioptic tests, cost of quality needs 
to optimise equipment and tests 
in food quality control, sampling 
plans for food products and toxic 
material in foodstuff. 
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Live your real life 

Enjoy yourself 

Let happiness into your life 

For happiness, luck, health, protection, harmony 
and success, 

wear your birth stone 

The most precious gift you can give yourself or your loved ones 
available loose, in 18 or 21 KT. gold. 




ifi 


Necklaces, worrybeads, ashtrays, clocks and other 
decorative items that cater to all budgets . 

AH Purchases covered with International guarantees 


J§§5 World Resources 

•• Antra Hotel Shops, 6tb. circle 
Amman 
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Positive route 

THE Arab League efforts to pot flesh on the Taif accord 
have taken them now to Baghdad where Iraqi thoughts on 
bow to accelerate the Arab efforts to bring peace and 
reconci li ation to Lebanon wiD be beard. The fact that the 
Iraqi government has wholeheartedly welcomed the Arab 
political itinerary to Baghdad and expressed readiness to 
lend meaningful support to the on-going Arab search for a 
viable solution to the Lebanese conflict is certainty a very 
positive development on the road to peace in that country. 
Iraq has become a regional power in the Middle East 
especially alter its magnificent victory over bran and the 
development of my sophisticated rocketry industry. It 
is therefore natural and indeed logical that Iraq plays its 
app rop riat e role in the events that are shaping the politics of 
the region. 

Likewise Syria is also a regional power In its own right 
and its ability to influence the coarse of events in t|ie Middle 
East is obviously a foregone conclusion. What has been 
fatalty missing during all these past years is the interruption 
of comnnmication and cooperation between Damascus and 
Baghdad. This unfortunate state of affairs has had a 
negative effect on the quest for peace in Lebanon, not to 
mention other conflicts in the Middle East region. It stands 
to reason, therefore, that the highest priority be accorded to 
reestablishing brotherly relations between Syria and Iraq. 
Once this inevitable development occurs, the entire face of 
the Arab World would change for the bkter. The baits c* 
such a brotherly relation between two sister states will of 
course have a bearing not only on the Lebanese situation bat 
also on the broader Arab-lsraefi conflict and the Iran-lraq 
relations. As a matter of fact Arab conflicts and dis putes 
with then* near or distant neighbours would beghi to find 
opportunities for jnst solutions and resolution only when 
Baghdad and Damascns are on speaking trrmn mi a truly 
brotherly basis. It behoves both countries, therefore, to 
make stronger and more poristent efforts to repair the 
bridges between them if not for their own respective 
interests then for foe sake of entire Arab order and welfare. 

It is with this backdrop that the Arab World welcomes the 
visit of Sand A1 Faisal, the foreign minister of Saudi Arabia, 
mid Ahmad Ghazah, the foreign minister of Algeria 
together with the Arab League’s special envoy I^khdar 
Ibrabimi to Baghdad to pursue the search for peace in. 
Lebanon. With the future of tbe Arab efforts in Lebanon 
hanging on the balance, the success of the Arab visit to Iraq 
would surety determine which way these efforts should turn. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Sunday gave prominence to statements 
given by His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak following the latter’s brief visit to Jordan and his talks 
with the King on Middle East issues. The paper said that the two 
leaders’ emphasis on tbe rights of the Palestinian people and their 
determination to work together to support the Palestinian 
people’s straggle coincided with the second anniversary of the 
uprising in the occupied Arab territories- The King and tbe 
Egyptian president both pledged to maintain the momentum of 
their efforts to help tbe Palestinian people live in peace and 
freedom, something that is being sought by the international 
community and opposed by tbe Israeli occupation authorities, the 
paper noted. It said that the two leaders' meeting in Amman bore 
a dear indication to the Palestinians who are waging a war of 
liberation against the enemy that their kinsmen and brothers can 
never forget their cause and that the Arab Nation is firmly behind 
the PLO’s attempts to regain freedom and legitimate rights. The 
King and Mubarak who, of course, consulted on Arab affairs, 
dwelt in particular on the Palestine question and means of giving 
impetus to the peace process, the paper added. 

A columnist In A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Sunday says there is no 
alternative for the Arabs but to rely totally ou themselves in their 
long straggle with the Israeli enemy. Fahd A1 Rhnswi points out 
that in the light of the current international events in general and 
the attitude of the Soviet Union in particular, the Arab countries 
have no choice buz to build up their own forces and depend on 
their own intrinsic power in their confrontation with the Israeli 
enemy which continues to occupy Arab land in Palestine. The 
writer notes that Moscow is now trying to end the cold war with 
the West at any cost: and is rearranging its priorities in such a 
maimer so as to offer service for the Soviet people. He draws 
attention to the fact that tbe Soviet Union is now moving from tbe 
status of a traditional and permanent friend of tbe Arabs to a 
neutral friendly state with less concern to the events in the Middle 
East region. This means, says the writer, that Moscow will sooner 
or later leave the Arabs to face their own fate, following more 
than four decades of assistance to tbe Arab Nation and in view of 
tbe new developments on the world scene. The writer notes also 
that a disengagement in the alliance between the Soviets and the 
Arabs coincides with a hardened position on the part of the 
United States and Israel towards the Arab Nation and in view of 
the new developments on the world scene. The writer notes also 
that a disengagement in the alliance between the Soviets and the 
Arabs coincides with a hardened position on the part of the. 
United States and Israel towards the Arab Nation and this, be 
notes, should be taken into consideration by -the Arab govern- 
ments winch must now opt to bolstering intrinsic Arab forces and 
mobilising Arab resources in the political, economic and military 
fields to confront any eventualities in the coming stage. 

Al Dnstoor daily on Sunday said the King Hussein's talks with 
President Mubarak assumed a great significance, coming in the 
midst of serious developments on foe Arab scene and as the 
Palestinian people's uprising enters its thud year. The statements 
given to the press % foe two leaders reflect foe Egyptian- 
Jordanian coordination of stands and frill cooperation in the 
course of providing assistance to foe oppressed people of 
Palestine, said foe paper. It noted that tbe two leaders dwelt in 
particular on foe Middle East crisis and reviewed ways to give 
momentum to foe peace process and to back the PLO’s efforts to 
attain the aspirations and fulfill tbe hopes of the Palestinian 
people in their homeland. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


ByWakedSadi 


What path should uprising take? 


TO PARAPHRASE Mahatma Gandhi's words daring foe Indian 
struggle for independence, violent uprising enflames foe win and 
determination of tire colonial powers while non-violent and 
peaceful straggle against those powers would open their eyes and 
hearts. Many observers and commentators would venture to offer 
tbe wisdom of Gandhi on how the Palestinian npriang should 
proceed as it enters its third year Ihrebuttali ofoer commenta- 
tors would argue that what suited India may not suit the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip as the two situations are not comparable. 
Yet after two years on the start of foe Palestinian intifada, often 
characterised as semi-violent, it is a propitious occasion to take 
stock of the path that foe intifada has taken and appraise its future 
course, knowing full well that the best judge of winch way foe 
intifada most continue is the Palestinian people under occupation. 

From a purely conc ep tual point of view, the principal difficulty 
with a quasi violent insurgency is that it is neither one kind nor tire 
other and thus it is ending up with all foe risks of a violent 
insurgency without the full benefits of a peaceful and Gandhi like 
struggle for independence and setf-detennination. There would 
come a day when the Palestinian npridng must choose which way 
it wants to go instead of treading the on-going mi d dle course, 
which is like having foe worst of foe two worlds. Tbe pitfalls 
associated with tnming the uprising into an armed conflict are too 
obvious to require el ucidatio n. Suffice to recall in this context that 
there is always the risk that the Israeli hardliners, the likes of 
Sharon, levy and Modai, would resort to the full Israeli military 


mipht to quash foe armed resistance and execute their conspiracy 
to “transfer” the Palestinians to nei ghb ouring Arab countries. 
However, an international public outcry could prevent tins from 
happening and frustrate the diabolic designs of the extremist in 
Israel. 

Nevertheless, like violent resistance to Israeli occupation, semi 
violent opposition to Israeli cotomaKsm of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has apparently done what Gandhi has cautioned 
against, i.e., enframed the stnbboroess of the Israeli establish- 
ment and hardened its public qparion. This is at least what the 
latest opinion polls conducted in Israel reveal. Haw accurate such 
polls are in reflecting the real sentiments of the Israeli body 
politic is another question. Patting aside public opinion in Israel 
as portrayed by pofls, there is no doubt that the Israeli 
establishment fears non-violent opposition to their occupation 
perhaps more than they fear the serm-vident one. The example of 
Beit Sahur, winch shook the whole world a few weeks ago, is a 
case in point. What happened there was a demonstration of a 
Palestinian win to reject taxation without representation in the 
most peaceful way possible. It so happens that the principle 
against payment of taxation without representation is a car d inal 
rate in contemporary Western civilisation with, 'which the entire 
world sympathises wholeheartedly. And. there is no denying that 
foe case of Beit Sahir has contributed to the quest of the 
Palestinian people for self-government and independence a great 
deal. 


Another case in point is foe deportation of pacifist : Mubarak 
Awad by the Israeli authorities to tbe U.S. a few mpnfo&ago-. It 
will be recalled that Awad, a Palestinian American, lad advo- 
cated a non-violent opposition to Israeli occupa tion. -T el Avw 
feared so much his peaceful ways against their occupation ana 


from Washington. The haste with which Israel h&L 
Awad does indeed suggest that foe Israeli leaden fear most h is 
style of resistance. Mubarak A wad’s ways have indeed fortified 
what Mahatma Gandhi had forefold few decades ago when.he. 
counselled his people that non- violent resistance woul d ope n foe 
eyes and hearts not only of the entire international oomnranity but 
also those of the adersary as well. 


Still in Older to paint a more complete picture of violent and 
no-viotent uprisings, it is in order to recall that in many other parts 
of the world, the struggle for independence took tbe route of an 
aimed conflict- Gandhi’s- style of peaceful petsuasiOT toco^sd 
very well in India. Yet foe same could be true had the rad i an 
the violent road to independence. The arguments for 
non-violent uprising in foe West Bank .and Gaza Strip could be 
more overwhelming than for~vioIent intifada in view of the wide 
disparity between foe two sides in armament and weapomy. But 
whatever foe future course of foe Palestinian, inti feday a derision 
m ref be taken one way or the other rather than keeping it right in 
between where it stands. , . 


Weary big brothers 


By Martin Walker 

FOR ONCE the conventional wis- 
dom was right. This Malta sum- 
mit was indeed historic. But foe 
conventional wisdom is right for 
the wrong reasons. The import- 
ance of the Bush -Gorbachev 
meeting at Malta was finally and 
dearly to signal the end not of the 
Gold war, but of the superpower 
era. 

All foe guff about foe end of 
the Cold War is getting a bit 
tiresome. We heard this diche 
after foe Washington summit of 
December 3987, and after foe 
Moscow summit of 1988 and after 
the Reagan-Gorbachev farewell 
session in New York last De- 
cember. 

Tbe only honest thing anyone 
important has said about the Odd 
War recently was George Bush at 
his press conference 'in Brussels, 
finally confessing why he refused 
to play foe game of giving easy 
headlines to lazy hacks. “If I 
signal re you foie Cold War is 
over, everyone will be saying 
what are you doing wifo your 
troops still in Europe,” he told 
us. 

It was a striking flash of can- 
dour from a much relieved presi- 
dent. Bush haul arrived in Malta, 
as nervous as a school-boy ou his 
first big date. This is not to 
disparage tbe man. His boyish- 
ness, his capacity to be genuinely 
enthused, is one of foe presi- 
dent’s most attractive features. . 

Even though we all know that 
Bush is a wealthy patrician from a 
family of New England grandees, 
Americans like to' fed they are 
ruled by Tom Sawyer, and Kish's 
air of whole-some innocence is 
not altogether artificial. Gor- 


bachev is no Huckleberry Finn, 
but the Malta summit did see a 
personal relationship established. 
Ironically, the terrible weather 
gave them a sense of shared 
drama, a sort of “Gee, Mikhail, 
remember when we were all sick 
in Malta” braiding experience 
which is going to prove useful in 
the future. 

But tins helplessness of tile 
commanders of tire world’s two 
most powerful navies before the 
winter storms of tbe Mediterra- 
nean sea symbolised the deeper 
impotence of the two superpow- 
ers as tbe world they once com- 
manded simply vapourised. 

All their weaponry has been of 
sublime irrelevance to the peo- 
ples’ revelations swe epin g across 
Eastern Europe. Gorbachev may 
have taimriicri the process, but 
once underway, all Bush’s bones 
and all the Kremlin’s men could 
not have pet tbe old Warsaw Pact 
together again. 

Equally, all the horses and men 
and tan Ire and mioritec will not be 
able to keep tbe Germans apart 
much longer. This will be very 
difficult for all the neufobours. As 
Oemenceau said of this most 
numerous of Europe's fractious 
tribes, there are simply 15 million 
Germans too many. 

The sup er powers at Malta, and 
the rest of their allies at the 
NATO meeting in Brussels, tried 
to agree on terms under which 
German re-unification would be 
permitted. It was an honourable 
attempt. But it is almost certainly 
doomed to fail. 

Even as Bnsh and Gorbachev 
agreed over tbe weekend that it 
was time to slow down the Ger- 
man process, the bombshell of 
foe East German leaders' secret 
Swiss bank accounts was explod- 
ing in Berlin, and accelerating the 
German revolution even faster. 

A state without a justification 
since tbe collapse of its ideology. 
East Germany now lacks even a 
government. Vernon Walters, 
the US ambassador to Bonn, 
gave a private prediction recently 
that within five yeas there would 
be a muted Germany with a 
capital in Berlin. 

Meanwhile US Secretary of 
State Jim Baker — dined with his 
West German eonnter-part, 
Hass-Dietrich Genscher, and 
passed on the Bnsfa-Gorbachev 


agreement on the need for cau- 
tion. 

Baker also formally delivered 
tiie thumbs-down to Chancellor 
Kohl’s 10-point plan for re-uxn- 
fication. Washington was 
opposed to any unitary state in- 
stitutions, and to a joint president 
for both German ys. 

Genscher said he agreed with 
these objections, bnt advised 
Baker that Kohl was now a pris- 
oner of the German political pro- 


On Dec. 4 NATO came up wifo its 
agreed formula to control tbe 
process of what the Affiance calls 
“German self-determination”. 
The form of words that every- 
body felt able to accept was that 
tins should be “a peaceful step- 
by-step process linked firmly to 
European integration and to the 
Affiance”. 


That is where foe NATO (dan 
falls into step with the Gorbachev 
concept, as sprit oat to President 
Bush m Malta. Having for years 
•called fra tbe abolition of both 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, 
Gorbachev was now in favour of 
keeping them, as a guarantee of 
continuity and stability, and 
seeing them evolve from milita ry 
blocks into political affiances. 

What both the NATO and tbe 
Gorbachev plans have in com- 
mon is keeping West Germany 
locked info NATO, and East 
Germany in tbe Pact, and tints in 
tbe most crucial way, keeping foe 
two Germanics distinct, while the 
two affiances evolve. 


The balance of power fives. 
After forty years of the Man- 
ichaean struggle between good 
and evil. East and West, we are 
now seeing the e me r ge n ce of a 
dear community of interest be- 
tween Washington and Moscow, 
agreeing once again on the need 
for a joint policy to hold down 
those pesky Europeans. 

There has been a great deal of 
self-congratulation about the 
whole move towards Europe-92. 
We tend conveniently to forget 
that when we talk grandly of 
Euopean civilisation we are refer- 
ring to foe most warlike, unruly, 
greedy and vicious peoples on foe 
planet. No wonder tbe rest of the 
world is worried ‘about us. 


The tragedy of Europe’s his- 
tory is that the continent has 
already been dominated by one 
bully or another. The only 
alternative that history has found 
to the domination of Europe by 
the French or the Germans has 
been for the frank powers to be 
ready to intervene. 

There was a time when tins 
meant us British and the Russians 
were able to put together the 
effective land-sea coalition to de- 
feat Napoleon. The emergence of 
the German s u pe r po w er proved 
beyond the combined powers of 
France, Britain and Russia, and 
so we exhausted islanders became 
part erf the European problem, 
while America took our place as 
the solution. 


What we have seen in the four 
days in Malta and in Brussels was 
a last attempt by the flank powers 
to main tain their control over us 
unruly Europeans for their tran- 
quillity and our own good. It is 
unlikely to last. Even tf the Ger- 
man peoples acquiesce in the 
Bush-Goroacfaev plans to slow 
their re-unification, the super- 
powers are ready to give up. They 
are weary of the game. The Rus- 
sians are economically prostrate 
and fast losing their superpower 
static. Financially battered by the 
strain of the last great rearma- 
ment effort of the 1980s, the 
Americans are begmmng the long 
process of withdrawing foe le- 
gions. 

We still ha ve some fittie time to 
go, but essentially- we fractions, 
quarrelsome Europeans had bet- 


ropeans 

ter get used to the prospect of 
being left to oar own dangerous 
devices. We have exhausted their 
patience and their resources, and 
the giu wn -u ps arc pr eparin g to 
leave — The Guardian. 


U.S. prestige eroding at U.N. 


By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 


UNITED NATIONS — The 
PLO’s failure to win U.N. recog- 
nition as the government of 
Palestine is foe latest in a series of 
confrontations that have put foe 
United States on a collision 
course with the world body and 

generated suspicion about U.S. 

motives. 

Last Wednesday, Arab states, 
pressured by tbe United States, 
abandoned their efforts to en- 
hance the status of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and rec- 
ognise it as foe provisional gov- 
ernment of foe state of Palestine. 

The United States had 
threatened to cot off funding to 
the United Nations if the 159- 
nation world body agreed to en- 
hance the PLO’s status, giving it a 
standing equivalent to that of 
other non- voting observer states, 
like tbe Vatican, Switzerland, 
San Marino and North and South 
Korea. 

Tbe United States, the major 
U-N. donor,, was. effectively^ ^thre- 
atening the organisation wifo 
bankruptcy if it did not obey 
Washington and drop the PLO 
issue. 

Tbe PLO and some Arab di- 
plomats, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said foe U.S. action 
had enhanced foe visibility of the 
PLO and, in the long run, had 
strengthened its cause. 

But they and other diplomats 
did not expect foe move would 
alter the way foe United States 
does business in foe world body. 

The United States is the orga- 
nisation’s largest donor and is one 
of five permanent members of tbe 
15-member Security Counci] wifo 
veto power. The U.S. govern- 
ment can kfli any measure in the 
council, which can pass manda- 
tory resolutions ana is foe mast 
important U.N. body. 

Although the United States 
often is outvoted in the 159- 
nation General Assembly, that 
body's resolutions are not 
binding. 

The PLO already is invited to 
speak daring all General Assem- 
bly debates concerning tbe Mid- 
dle East and the Palestinian ques- 
tion. The Security Council 
routinely overrides U.S. efforts 
to keep the plo from participating 
in debates there. 

Riyadh H. Mansour, deputy 
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permanent observer of the PLO, 
said tbe U.S. efforts at “financial 
blackmail” had harmed U.S. cre- 
dibility in the world body and in 
foe Middle Bast peace process. 
But he said he did not expect any 
change in U.S. behaviour as a 
result. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, assembly President 
Joseph Garba and the leaders of 
regional groups in foe world body' 
all have 'denounced Washington 
for linking its funding to the 
assembly’s vote on a specific 
issue. 

The United States is assessed 
$216 zniffion each year, one quar- 
ter of the U.N. budget. But it also 
contributes $459 million in gener- 
al arrears and owes an additional 
$191 million in contributions to 
peacekeeping operations. 

The United States won foe 
battle over foe PLO issue because 
of its financial might. But in the 
.long run it may have lost addi- 
tional prestige and honour in foe 
organisation by throwing its 
weight around, without regard to 
foe wflj of the majority, said some 
diplomats from Arab and de- 
veloping world nations. 

Arab states, although bowing 
to U.S. pressure, criticised foe 


United States for what some di- 
plomats called bullying tactics 
and attempting to unfairly influ- 
ence tbe issue wifo “financial 
terrorism.” 

Last week, foe U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation defied a 
U.S. threat to cut off funds and 
gave greater recognition to foe 
PLO. It voted overwhelmingly to 
help it train Palestinians how to 
grow food in the IkraeU-occupied 
territories. 

The State Department has not 
announced whether it will make 
good on previous threats to halt 
fending or possibly withdraw 
from FAO. 

Tbe PLO was given observer 
status to the United Nations in 
1975 after a visit by Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. The United Na- 
tions considers it foe sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

But the United States, an ally 
of Israel, consistently has sought 
to curtail PLO rights, guaranteed, 
by the most country agreement 
between the United States and 
the United Nations. It has 
claimed that foe PLO is a “terror- 
ist” organisation and should not 
be represented in foe world body. 

The U.S. -PLO dispute at the 


By Jeremy Clift 
Reuter 


MANILA — Philippine Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino is in a new 
fighting mood. 

Determined to grab the initia- 
tive after defeating the sixth army 
coop attempt against her in 
almost four years, Aquino is 
counter-attacking, seeking 
emergency rule powers and laun- 
ching a broadside against her 
political enemies. 

Serving notice that she would 
adopt a more combative 
approach, the usually soft-spoken 
Aquino told cheering supporters: 
“Perhaps this revolt occurred to 
tell me, Cory you must get angry, 
you must fight those who fight 
you.” 

Returning to the fiery rhetoric 
of foe 1986 “people power” re- 
volt against fromer dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos, Aquino blasted 
her estranged Vice-President Sal- 
vador Laurel and two other 
opposition leaders, implicitly 
Unking them to the coup. 

Mobilising tens of thousands of 
supporters on foe streets of Man- 
ila on Friday, a day after rebel 
soldiers in foe capital ended their 
putsch and marched defiantly 
back to barracks, Aquino staged 
a new show of “people powsa*’. 
strength. 

She made no promises to tackle 
the root causes of the revolt. 
Rebel leaders had demanded her 
resignation, saying she was inde- 
cisive, mismanaged foe country. 


Aquino in 
fighting mood 
after coup 
attempt 


adding it was suroidous that Co- 
juangco returned from political 
exile in the United States a week 
before foe putsch. 

The Philippine Inquirer said in 
a Saturday editorialfoat she must 
do more than entertain the' crowd 
with fighting talk. , 

It railed for a cabinet reshuffle 
to give the government a. new 
start, urged Aquino. to tackle 
corruption and said she must find 
a way to help the military with its 
primary task of combating the 
Communist rebels. 


tolerated corruption among ter 
relatives, appointed incompetent 
and self-interested ministers and 
was soft on tbe 20-year Commun- 
ist insurgency. 

During foe six-day coop, tbe 
influential archbishop of Manila. 
Cardinal Jaime Sin, said it was 
clear that drastic changes must be 
made in the way the government 
operated. 

“If there is one thing KEpnsos 
like, it is a fight, and it looks like 
tbe president has just declared 
walr on three major political fi- 
gures, and possibly, even tbe 
senate president,” said political 
commenator Luis Beltran. 

“There is, of course, one other 
effect that foe president's public 
anger may achieve, and that is 
deflect demands for political re- 
forms in her administration to a 
hue and ay against foe perpetra- 


tors of foe coup,” he said. 

In a much-applauded Speech 
on Friday, Aquino ur^ed Vice- 
President Laurel to quit, saying 
foe budget for his office could be 
used better elsewhere. 

She challenged him to explain 
tbe coincidence that he was al- 
ways out of foe capital when 
there was a coup attempt. “He 
keeps saying: Gary resign, Cory 
resign, what does he think I am, 
a fool, that I will resign so he will 
become president?" 

Naming names for tbe first 
time, Aquino also implicitly tied 
former Defence Minister Juan 
Ponce Bank and her own first 
cousin, wealthy industrialist 
Eduardo “Dandxng” Co juangco 
to foe coup that nearly toppled 
her. 

Aquino said foe senate would 
investigate Emile's possible role. 


Aquino, saying the country was 
facing' “grave and serious prob- 
lems which threaten our political 
and economic stability,” has 
asked foe congress for emergency 
powers to rule. 


Some senators fear her request 
for powers of arrest, seizure and 
detention, smack too much of the 
™artial law period under Marcos 
that eventually led to Aquino's 
victory. • ■ ••• 


Referring to . Aquino V. public 
attacks on Laurel, Enrilc and 
Cojuangco, political comments^ 
tw and former Marcos labour 
“tinister Bias Ople wanted: “The, 
president., has unsheathed, the 
sword not of justice but of the 
avenger. 

"This sword, unless : restrained 
° y th e constitution throogti foe 
supretne court; ran wreak havoc 
on national unity. This bodes H 
not only for foe nation’s stability, 
but also for the security -tfther 
president's remaining temqp,-7 : ' 
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U.N, dates to late 1987 when the 
U.S. Congress adopted an anti- 
terrorism taw that called for dos- 
ing the UN. observer mission of 
the PLO, on grounds that it 
indirectly promoted terrorism. 
The U.N. General Assembly 
adopted a resolution rebuking foe 
United States and saying thePLO 
'has a right to function here. 

' The Worid Court in the Hague 
also said foe U.S- decision was a 
violation of the U.N. headquar- 
ters agreement. 

A U.S. district court judge also 
upheld the right of foe PLO to 
operate a mission. 

In November 1988, -The United 
States refused to grant a visa to 
Arafat to address foe General 
Assembly, as he had done in 
1975. Again the General Assem- 
bly protested and it decided to 
move its session to Geneva in 
order to bear Arafat, delivering 
another blow to U.S. prestige. 

At that session in December, 
Arafat renounced “te rro ri s m” 
and implicitly recognised Israel’s 
right to exist. The United States 
then opened negotiations with 
foe PLO in Tunis; tbe talks are 
not making major progress on 
substantive issues, bnt are con- 
tinuing. 
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■ An ode to 
Jerusalem 

By Ibrahint I Qabiti 

How, when no more than two scores passed. 

That my memory roved in time, «rim..i a T y d 
By stones, when, after being through. 

Some miles and few streets and alleys. 

The bloc sea appeared from such a nook. 

From Jaffa, called then “mother of the poor” 

A part of land coerced then by Jews * 

Nay, by paleoJogical doctrines enforced 
jDnriag tha age of decadence — worldwide 
There, ! sale breathing the serene, satiated 
Air, looking at the waves, looks rhyming 
With the inner cadence of the waters. Just then, 

A glance e scape d from the sea, bestrewed a girl, 

A foreign young girl, and my fingers gleaned 
• A pebble to throw it at her.. -She was spri ght ly: 

The. pebble, inanimate. I dropped the pebble 
In the -sea,. and it was lost: the girl, neither. 

So many years passed, when his twin, a stone 
Em erged alive, like a giant, one and many, 

To. enthrall my whole-being, yet with ecstaisy: 

Far, a~ master, stone — shaper reshaped this 

Stone, breathed life into it, as did 

Mas received from God. Alas, the master, 

Qne anjong Grecian gods, is a martyr who 
Breathed fife to stone and lost his own. 

But no, his fife incarnated in so many stones. 

* 1 ^ stones’ Master has not died, for masters 
Of such a great cause, AJkJIhad, are in heaven, 

And now, the stones thus alive, are 
Tafldtig tin tins globe, talking to all nations 
The story of mmgtmdon, of people suppressed. 

And yet talking to all one language, but well 
Co mmunic ated to' and comprehended by all langnagw 
Because that 'ample stone has a language Universal. 
Therefore, for that Stone, and many other, with awe 
And for the life in -them, nodi vine though, - awl after 
Two years uprising, few lines of Psalmic Exhortation. 


Bless thee, stones of Jerusalem, 

Bless thee, stones of Al-Intifada. 

For as the chOd of Bethlehem 
Later uttered condemnation of Judah 
You stones ottered the emblem 
Of some children, knights of Axmadah. 
Bless dire Al-Intifada stones of Jerusalem, 
Bless thee, Jerusalem stones of Al-Intifada. 


Bless thee stones, banners of freedom, 

In Jerusalem building a new kingdom; 
Jerusalem anew, deanof filthy whoredom. 
Yet, each stone by itself now seldom. . 
Misses and Israeli, though not at random 
Thrown — nor by kids at ease of serfdom. 
Yea, ^acfa stone by itself is a kingdom: 
Yca^ each stone is a banner of freedom. 


Bkssthee stones, now a raging sword 
Against profanity in Jerusalem by God abhoned: 
Each stone cursing a Jew, inland and abroad. 
'And each stone next to te brotiter/afi in accord 
A wall around Jerusalem, nay — the world; 
Building a fort against servitude- and fraud. 

New wall built by the brave and the bold, 
Embracing humankind as (fid Christ in days okL 


Bless thee stones, in the River of Jordan baptised. 

Being thus ordained to protect a land monopolised. 

Usurped, and emblazed by some people, uncritirised. 

By some false people — from Zion or, Zkndsed: 

Blessed stones our Holy Land must be fertilised, 

Oar men, women, and children their honour — chastised, 

A free country , setf-deterarination, and government — realised. 
Blessed stone: fertilise, chastise, realise rights brutalised. 


Bless thee inanimate stones, how now amwmfw 
By the gravity of your native’s love, unalternate? 
Rolling away from martyrs grave to stipulate, 
life that stone on Jesus tomb, fire innate 
In the bosom of innocent creatures so passionate, 
Fte ij ke that of the pentecost, a working mate. 
Spiritual, among nations, by Heaven undulate, 

Iro of resurrection for people suppressed, prostrate. 


Bteajr.tiiee, mate of the Dome of the Rock — stone, 

For,' as on that Rod: a barbarian flow away was drawn. 

So. staS modem barbarianism on thee stone off be Mown. 
Blessed stone, off thee shall martyrs to heaven without moan. 
As did Mohammad from tire Rode, a path to Heaven known. 
Mate of . the Rock, with the Sacred Rock, a fete born — 

By cosmic process, signs azure implying events anon. 
An nih ila t e inhumane crimes committed by race so — wanton. 


Bless thee, stone, articulate decree lasting to eternity — 
French Revolution rejuvenated, symbol of the hofiest entity, 
And h feji w j ■ MW fftnmy that binds human kind in fidelity. 
Bless (bed stone, destined to be the comer stone of Liberty 
Bless thee-stone, to all nations, the comer stone of Equality: 
Wbezeas the French Revolution failed of base in fir m ity. 
When pervert “emotions edipsed our sublime humanity. 
Blessed straw,, thou faired, in cradle, by hallowed sanctity. 


Bless thee straw, giving Time dimension and me a nin g. 


With Mary’s forever dropping tears passionately seeping. 
.And rarity with the blood of Jesus, blood ever bleeding, 
Blessed stone, tears, and blood-unleavened bread for eating: 
Our go ut, m ind, and body need that sort of feeding. 

Our nmritidn for two years past, years to come of heaving. 
Blessed; stones, your warriors ami prophets are speaking. 


~Yea Blessed stones — from mists and dands appearing, 

A. vision, like the' chariot of FMjab, from heaven peering 
To tire Gods of the Olympic a sacred message bearing. 

As (fid Moses received on Ml Smai — tables rearing 
Commandments — tables, that on a black evening 
Stands! fibs pillars of foe, showing our people ana le ading 
Their path away from the wilderness, of pain and weeping 
Tint lasted some forty years, and history itself is repeating. 


Too, endorsers of liberty, day and night, 

Watob those tisy stones fike stars very bright, 

Al-Intifada straws glitters, a 'magnificent right, 

Yet each now but a 'wailing wall of plight. 

For Palestinian*: here, the diaspora, wherever they fight. 
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Abano Tenae, Italy’s famous therapeutic centre, lies in the shadows of the En g p oean Bfilh. 


One of the open-air s wimmin g pods in Abano Terme. 


Abano Terme - Europe’s oldest mud therapy centre 


ABANO TERME, Italy — A 
Jewel in the countryside of the 
Euganean hills 42 kilometres 
away from Venice, Abano Terme 
is not only the most important 
mud therapy health reson in 
Europe but also the oldest in the 
continent. 

Its origins are lost in legend. Its 
name “A Ponos" is or Greek 
origin which means “that which 
removes pain." 

It is said that when the Euga- 
nean people saw how steam aris- 
ing from the furrows cut by their 
ploughs and boiling water 
gushing from the springs, they' 
realised the therapeutic prop- 
erties of the water winch was able 
to restore them after a day’s hard 
work. 

Religious tendencies led the 
Euganean people to venerate the 
natural phenomenon in tire per- 
son of the God Aponus — ‘Tie 
who removes pain." 

Archaeological evidence 
shows that the ancient Romans 
built baths in the area at the foot 
of the hills where Abano Terme 
now stands. 

Abano Terme owes its age-old 
success to the affectiveness of the 
treatments carried out there, 
among which fango (mud) ther- 
apy figures high. 

Throughout the centuries, the 
therapeutic properties of thermal 
treatments nave attracted famous 
personalities such as Petrarch, 
Shakespeare, Goethe and Mozart 
to tire town, according to? 

The area was firmly established 
as a modem centre for therapeu- 
tic tourism in the second half of 
this century. The thermal water 
comes from the Small Dolomites; 
it penetrates the subsoil as far as 
3,000 metres and retains to the 
surface, heated to 87 degrees 
Centigrade during its slow, 50- 
year journey underground. As 
the demand for therapeutic tour- 
ism increased, the necessary 
structures were modified and the 
medical assistance strengthened. 


The age-old tested validity of 
mud therapy was flanked by sci- 
entific studies on the geological 
nature of the basin. So today, 
Abano Terme relies on first-rate 
medical and scientific structures 
and on tourist as well as health 
care facilities that make it the 
most important mud-treatment 
centre in the world. 

The fungo treatment is the 
most characteristic curative ele- 
ment of the Euganean thermal 
basin. The mud is made up of a 
solid clay component, a liquid 
component of spa water and an 
organic component of algae, bac- 


teria and protzoa. 

Before use, the mud is left to 
undergo a maturing process in 
special open-air tanks through 
which runs the spring water, en- 
riching it with mineral salts and 
stimulates the growth of special 
algae that are responsible for a 
large pan of its healing prop- 
erties. 

The used mud is collected and 
regenerated with the same proc- 
edure. 

Mud treatment produces be- 
neficial therapeutic effects by 
means of a local pain-relieving 
action which relaxes and tones op 


The organisers — the tourist 
board and spa hotel association of 
Abano Terme, Lufthansa Ger- 
man airlines and Fir-Health 
Travel Frankfurt (Fit Reisen) — 
the muscles. It also helps in the 
movement of the joints, increases 
the blood circulation in the body 
and accelerates the elimination of 
the toxic substances produced by 
diseased tissues. 

It is these treatments that make 
Abano Terme an important place 
in Italy and Europe, and it was 
the main reason behind holding 
the third- international health and 
spa symposium in Abano Terme. 


invited famous European medical 
specialists to speak during the 
two-day event (Oct. 29-30) about 
methods of treatment and healing 
on the basis on natural resources. 

Fit Reisen, which initiated the 
symposium, is the organisation 
that promotes .European ther- 
apeutic and health resorts for 
tourism. “Health fitness is a hu- 
man need,” “said Mayor of Aba- 
no Terme Armando Gennaro." 
“ThennaHsm is part of this treat- 
ment." 

According to the mayor, who 
spoke in a press conference after 


the symposium, over 250,000 
people from all over the world 
visited Abano Terme in 19SS.45 
per cent from West Germany. 

There are over 170 “thermal’' 
hotels in the Euganean basin, 
each having its own thermal 
spring. Every hotel is also a treat- 
ment clinic. 

“We cannot cure every disease 
by spa treatment,” said the 
mayor, “but we can build up and 
improve the quality of life not 
only for our patients but also for 
people who wanr to keep fit.” 
-(AKV) 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

• Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Sen-ice, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Humid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisam 
P.O. Box 7NW. 

Amman. Jordan 
Tel. MMA76. 0046% 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, ■ 
forwarding, sto raging. “ 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agenii bM ewer the worid 

Tat 884090. Fax: 680852 
The 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TtAexenybawaBaMe 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

Tel. 639968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Framing pot is available 

IMeaiwyivtffaM! 

OpendaHy 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . 

. 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop, y Our colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sue 30% larger 

* 'Free enlarge - -* 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Saibashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


Saudi Real Estate 



#1 



Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 


Rental Dept. 
Call Soha 687821/22 


H. DERDER1AN & SON. 

DOWNTOWN.-; AMMAN. 
OPPOSITE ARAD DANK . 

‘TEL : 622420 ' 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


Get your 
Christmas gifts 
for the 

whole family at 

PHILIPS $ 

Household 
ap 


MECCA ST. 82 D 441\2 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12J30-3J30pm 
7-30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbwards 3rd cade 


TehCSSS'iS 659520 




Stidget 

rant a 


rentacar*** 

if you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 




















Conference focuses 
on financial role 
in Jordan’s future 
planning, progress 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yannouk University In Irbid 
Sunday hosted the first conference on the role of 
accountancy, financial and banking operations in 
economic development in Jordan. 


Nearly 30 researchers and spe- 
cialists from Arab and foreign 
countries are taking part in the 
three-day meeting which is being 
held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Standing in for Prince Hassan, 
Irbid Governor Jawdat Sboul del- 
ivered the opening address 
underlining die importance of fi- 
nance and accountancy in the 
construction and development 
process in the Kingdom and the 
role the Jordanian universities 


can play in this respect. 

Jordan is facing very difficult 
circumstances and challenges but 
refuses to capitulate and succumb 
to pressure and can never retreat 
from its economic and develop- 
ment programmes designed to 
help the country and its citizens 
face the future with greater confi- 
dence, Sboul said in his address. 

The university’s vice president 
for administrative affairs, Fouad 
A1 Sheikh Salem, said that the 
conference is being held at a time 
when Jordan is in most need of 



w 


Arab and foreign financial experts listen to tbe opening speech Sunday at Y 


University. 


assistance born Arab and foreign 
friends to deal with the extraor- 
dinary economic situation and the 
great challenges. 


to Dr. Sayel Ramadan, chairman 
of tbe conference's preparatory 
committee. 


The conference aims to under- 
line tbe importance of finance 
and h anking operations in the 
economy, especially for decision 
makers and planners, according 


He said that the participants 
would discuss in detail the finan- 
cial and accountancy problems 
encountered by various organisa- 
tions and will suggest possible 
solutions for diem as wen as ways 


to encourgc research work in 
these fields. 

Yannouk University officials 
said that tbe meeting would focus 
attention on the role of accoun- 
tancy in development, the con- 
tributions of banks and financial 
institutions towards stimulating 
the national economy especially 
in p lanning matters and controls. 



The Jordanian and Sudanese delegations confer before condudiiig a new trade agreement (Petra 
photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joda- 
ni an- Sudanese joint economic 
committee which started sessions 
here Saturday has agreed on 
broad lines for increasing tbe 
volume of exchanged goods and 
on boosting the role of trade 
exhibitions and trade centres to 
promote bilateral trade ex- 
changes. 

Agreement came at a commit- 
tee held at the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade in Amman Sunday 
dnrmg which the two sides discus- 
sed principles of trade exchanges, 
exemptions of customs duty and 
types of commodities to be ex- 
changed, according to a state- 


Turkey offers credits to Poland, Hungary 


ANKARA (R) — As the iron 
curtain crumbles between East 
and West Europe, Turkey’s Ex- 
imbank is offering tempting cre- 
dits for Polish and Hungarian 
buyers in line with similar deals 
for the Soviet Union. 

Turgay Ozkan, Eximbank 
general manager, told Renters 
foans of around $10Q-$200 million 
had been suggested to Warsaw 
and Budapest through foreign 
ministry channels for purchase of 
Turkish goods. 

“The crumbling of walls just 
speeded up our plans — we were 


thinking of credits for Hungary 
and Poland anyway,” Ozkan 
said. 


Turkey’s Eximbank has agreed 
two $150 million export finance 
credits for Moscow and further 
$100 million loans were likely in 
coming months. 

Moscow is interested in buying 
Turkish goods ranging from de- 
tergents to textiles, from leather 
jackets to shoes. 

It has spent $80 million out of 
tiie total $300 million on 
pharmaceuticals, Ozkan said. 


Argentina rations 
sales of gasoline 


BUENOS AIRES (Agencies) — 
President Carlos Menem reaf- 
firmed his anti-inflation program- 
me Saturday after the Argentine 
government rationed petrol sales 
and fired hundreds of train driv- 
ers who went on strike. 

Five of the country’s six state- 
owned railway lines came to a 
halt after 300 drivers were dismis- 
sed for joining a strike for higher 
pay Thursday. Menem told strik- 
ers “to keep in mind that many 
Argentines are looking for jobs.” 

Men era’s five-month -old admi- 
nistration reacted strongly to 
signs of lack of public confidence 
as its July 9 economic programme 
faltered. 

“The economic plan continues 
in force,” Menem told reporters. 
“We are on the right path... and 1 . 
repeat we will need major surgery 
without anaesthesia, at least two- 
and- 2 -haif to three years to start 
seeing tbe fruits of our toil.” 

Menem took office amid tbe 
country's worst-ever economic 
crisis. A wave of food riots killed - 
at least 14 people in late May and 
■early June. 

In scenes reminiscent of the 
earlier crisis, shoppers last week 
jammed into supermarkets and 
motorists rushed to fili up their 
cars’ tanks on reports that prices 
would leap after the government 
adjusted its economic prog- 
ramme. 

The government late Friday 
limited petrol sales to 10 litres for 
customer and ordered refineries 
to fill petrol orders. Filling station 
owners, fearing wholesale price 
increases and worries about 
dwindling supplies, had 


threatened to shnt down for four 
days. 

While the Peronist programme 
intended to drive monthly infla- 
tion down to two per cent in 
December, private economists 
say it will be at least 10 per cent, up 
from November's 6.5 per cent. 

On the finan cial side, h anks 
from Japan, Britain and Argenti- 
na agreed to establish a joint 
investment company to help fi- 
nance debt-ridden Argentina and 
assst in the privatisation of for- 
mer government-owned firms, 
officials have said. 

Japan's Bank of Tokyo, Bri- 
tain's Midland Bank and Argenti- 
na’s Banco Rio De La Plata 
signed an agreement in New 
York to establish a new invest- 
ment company, the Argentina 
Private Development Trust Co. 
(APDTC), said a Bank of Tokyo 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The three banks will invest 
equally in the $500 million firm, 
which will open its doors January 
1990, the official said. 

As the first joint venture be- 
tween Argentina and foreign 
banks, APDTC will be financed 
by the debt equity conversion 
method. Under that method, 
Argentina's central bank' will pay 
the company in australs, the 
Argentine currency unit, and 
then APDTC will seQ discounted 
government bonds. This will help 
reduce some of tbe country’s 
debt, the official said. 

Argentina has suffered annual 
inflation of 332 per cent, and the 
nation has a foreign debt of $56 
billion. 


The Soviet Union win also re- 
ceive $350 million in Eximbank 
loans with a Hkely term of be- 
tween five to seven years to fi- 
nance some 15 turnkey projects 
by Turkish companies. 

Such turnkey projects, ex- 
pected to start late in 1990, will 
include food processing, ’hotels 
and light indukry. 

'Dade in 1989 between NATO- 
member Turkey and tbe Soviet 
Union is expected to reach a 
billion dollars — more than dou- 
ble the 1985 level — to doable 
again next year and reach $4 
billion worth in a couple of years, 
officials said. 

China has been offered $200 
million worth of export credits, 
Jordan $50 million and Syria $20 
million. Algeria has aocepted be- 
tween S100-S200 milli on and Iraq 
and Libya have been offered $300 
million worth each. 

“These are all implementing 
our policy of getting into new 
markets,” Ozkan said. 

The export credit offers follow 


Turkey’s recent current adcouni 
surplus, unexpected in a country 
which has been in deficit since 
1973. 

After last year’s $1.5 billion 
surplus, Turkey expects at least 
another bdhon dollars’ surplus 
this year. 

Central bank foreign currency 
reserves are now at some $4 
billion, nearly double the end- 
1988 figure. 

New export markets are vital to 
spur Turkey’s foreign trade, stag- 
nant due to a low lira depreda- 
tion against other hard currencies 
this year and the phasing out of 
tax rebates. 

But bankers say exports have 
performed well despite such 
negative factors. A two per cent 
fall in tbe first nine -month ex- 
ports over the same 1988 period is 
less than feared. 

Eximbank credits will also 
serve to diversify Turkey’s export 
markets now dominated by the 
European Community (EC) 
countries, bankers said. 


ment by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra. 

Petra said that the two sides 
also discussed other matters re- 
lated to the implementation of a 
bilateral trade protocol signed 
earlier by the two countries. 

Among other specific matters 
discussed, Petra added, was tbe 
sale of Jordanian cement to 
Sudan. Sudan, according to the 
agency, had earlier expressed de- 
sire to import cement and the 
Jordan Cement Factories com- 
pany has decided to set up a silo 
in Sudan where it can store the 
Jordanian cement prior to 
marketing the product in the 
African country. 

The Sudanese team Saturday 
met with Industry and Trade 
Minister Ziad Fariz to discuss 
general trade matters with Jordan 
and means of implementing the 
1988 trade protocol between 
them. 


Poles urged 
to swallow 
‘ bitter pill ’ 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



WARSAW (R) — Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa appealed to 
Poles Saturday to swallow the 
bitter piD of austerity as the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF’s) chief arrived to discuss 
the government's economic re- 
form plans. 

The government Friday un- 
veiled details of its economic re- 
covery plan which included a 
seven-fold increase in the price of 
coal. 

The Solidarity-led government 
has warned that its crash prog- 
ramme to transform Poland’s 
command economy along West- 
ern lines could lead to a 20 per 
cent drop in living standards and 
a 12 per cent fail in industrial 
output. 

It has pledged to cut spending, 
tighten tax discipline and limit 
pay increases. 
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Libyans drain treasury 


TRIPOLI (R) — An economic 


result was a current 


relaxation in Libya, aimed at account deficit of ^25 Won, 
defusing political discontent after compared with $1.® “ Dl “ 1 ? 


years of austerity, has left the 
country Irving beyond its means 
and facing a delicate balancing 
act for at least two years, eco- 
nomists say. 


1987. Both were financed entirely 
by foreign exchange reserves 
accumulated when oil prices were 


oreign economists _ estimate 


Official figures show die trade that a slight rise in oil prices and a 
ba ton s swung into ^ higher Org anisatio n of Petroleum 


year fen- the first time since at 
least 1973 and foreign reserves 


Jordan, Sudan 
further cement 
economic ties 


have tumbled. 

The balance on services also 
took a turn for the worse as 
hundreds of thousands of Libyans 
took advantage of easier roles on 
foreign travel. More than a mil- 
lion, about a quarter of the 
population, visited Tunisia atone 
m 1988. 

Diplomats say Colonel Muam- 
mar Gaddafi had to let more 
goods into the country and more 
Libyans out because dissatisfac- 
tion with economic conditions 
was about to develop into a poli- 
tical crisis. 

Austerity was imposed in the 
early 1980s with a drop in the 
world price of oil, Libya’s main 
source of foreign exchange. 

With oil prices still relatively 
weak, Libya will have to keep 
dipping into foreign reserves over 
the next two years to meet tbe 
demand for imports and travel 
abroad, economists said. 

According to figures made 
available to Reuters, Libya ran 
up a trade deficit in 1988 of $173 
million after a surplus in 1987 of 
$363 million. 

Imports in 1988 cost $220 mil- 
lion more than in 1987. 

The deficit on the services 
account grew by $700 milli on 
while revenue from oil exports 
feu $320 milK nn. 


Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
sales quota in the first half of 1990 

1.233 million barrels per day 

(b/d) against 1.149 b/d currently 
— will give Tripoli some respite. 

Next year’s current account de- 
ficit should fall to about $1.2 
bflhon. 

But even that would wipe out 
almost a third of the country’s net 
foreign reserves of $3.83 billion at 
the end of 1988, the economists 


Officials have said the drain on 
reserves is hkely to be only $500 
million a year. Bat the estimate 
came before September celebra- 
tions of the 20m anniversary of 
Gaddafi’s 1969 revolution, which 
cost hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars. 

Foreign economists have esti- 
mated that net foreign reserves 
could dwindle to just 5200 million 
by 1991. 

“The challenge currently facing 
tbe authorities is to achieve a 
more open and efficient econo- 
mic order without canting un- 
acceptable reserve losses,” a re- 
cent International Monetary 
Fund report on Libya said. 

“In the event of persistent re- 
serve losses, the validity of the 
liberalisation process could come 
into question amid, calls for its 
reversal,” it added. 

Reforms begun last year en- 
couraged limited private enter- 


prise after years of tight state 
control of toe economy. 

The 1989 budget set aside 150 
milli on dinars (about $510 mo- 
tion) for imports by individuals 
and partoerships. Diplomats said 
some officials were diverting 
allocations to friends and rela- 
■ fives. 

Under government decrees tins 
year, only -gold, tobacco, .me<£- 
cmes, insecticides, petroleum 
products and some foodstuffs will 
remain state import monopolies. 

Private businessmen might also 
be allowed to import goods with 
their own foreign exchange — a 
revolutionary step which implicit- 
ly recognises the existence Of a 
black market in hard currencies. 

But the scope of economic re- 
form is limited. An official docu- 
ment obtained by Renters fids . 
month indicated Tripoli will not 
allow capitalist-style companies 
to emerge. 

Tripoli is also reluctant to de- 
value the dinar to encourage ex- 
ports and scrap price controfc, 
measures recommended by fore- 
ign economic advisers. 

“We are satisfied with the way 
the exchange rate system works 
bat will review it if the need 
arises,” an official said. 

Diplomats said reservations ab- 
out the private sector were bold- 
ing back the break up of the 
monopoly on imports enjoyed by 
big state corporations. 

Some corporation officials had 
been making profits on the side 
and did not want to give these up 
to a new class of professional 
businessmen, the diplomats said. 

Libya says that, in line with 
past practice, it witi not borrow 
from abroad. Tbe country has no 
external debt. 


Modrow details economic 
woes, sets up commission 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
Premier Hans Modrow has 
appointed a government commis- 
sion to review economic over- 
haul, listing slow economic 
growth and an enormous foreign 
debt of $20.6 billion among tbe 
increasing threats to the East 
German econo m y. 

Modrow appointed tbe com- 
mission Saturday, just hours after 
taking part in a marathon Com- 
munist Party session that elected 
Gregor Gysi the new- party 
chairman. • * 

The reformist premier offered 
an unusually blunt assessment of 
the economy, once considered 
die model for Eastern Europe. 

Modrow told reporters the eco- 
nomy also has been hit by con- 
sumer. shortages and price bikes 
in a country where inflation until 
recently was officially almost 
non-existent 

The foreign debt for each of 
East Germany’s 163 nriHion peo- 
ple works out to about $12,600. 

East German leaders are study- 


and, according to the Hamburg- 
based news magazine Der 
Spiegel, will be carrying a finan- 
cial aid plan with hun - 
The plan’s steps range from 
greater numbers of East German 
carftsmen working in West Ger- 


100-150 marks ($55~$80) a month 
on top of their basic army pay of 
150 marks. 

“Ifs a lot better than in bar- 
racks,” he said. 

The army does pretty well out 
of il too, he added. A factory that 


many to financial guarantees for- is short of, say, 50 workers con- 
East Germany’s foreign trade, chides -a contract with die local 
according to Der SpiegeL army barracks for the supply of 

‘Earlier Saturday,, the Conv 50 conscripts for three or four 


munist Party apologised for lead- 
ing the country into crisis. 


months. 

Each nun gets 100-150 marks 


Meanwhile, according ■ to-an -from tbe factory. The~balanoe of 
army reservist, thousands of whaMhe factory would have paid 


mili tary conscripts are working in 
East German factories and mines 
to fill jobs left vacant by this 
year’s mass exodus of young 
workers to the West. 

The reservist, a private inter- 
viewed by Reuters during a one- 
day visit to West Berlin, could 
give no figure for the total num- 
ber of conscripts assigned to in- 
dustry. 

“But half the beds in my bar- 
racks are empty,” be said. He is 
doing three months’ Reserve duty 


ing various methods to improve- in an artillery barracks near East 
production, ranging from loosen- Berlin which normally booses 


ing central planning controls to 
attracting more foreign invest- 
ment. 

West Germany has offered 
East Germany massive financial 
aid, if East Germany goes for- 
ward with its reform progr am me 
and embarks on a course towards 
a free market economy. 

However, the East Berlin gov- 
ernment rejects the introduction 
of free market elements, saying 
that would ruin tbe country’s 
identity as a socialist system. 

West German Economics 
Minister Helmut Haussmann is to 
travel to East Berlin Thursday 


3,000-4,000 men. Tbe East Ger- 
man armed forces have 178,000 
men. 

The private said many reser- 
vists had been called back into 
service to compensate for a low 
birth rate in the early 1970s, 
which has reduced the number of 
conscripts available for tbe 18 
months’ basic training done by all 
East German men. 

He said the conscripts were 
delighted to be assigned to unskil- 
led work in factories and even in 
mines since they were billeted 
with civilian families, had their 
evenings free and got a wage of 


a regular employee, perhaps 600 
marks ($320), would go to the 
army. 

The reservist said the political 
liberalisation of the past six 
weeks had been welcomed by the 
rank and file. The two days of 
political indoctrination a month 
nave been scrapped. 

New regulations permit -the 
wearing of civilian dothes off 
duty and unrestricted travel, even 
to Western countries. When they 
cross to West Germany soldiers 
can, tike any other East Ger- 
mans, pick up the Bonn govern- 
ment’s 100-mark Welcome 
money” payment. - 

But the changes have also 
aroused discontent. “Imagine a 
battalion of 1,000 men," he said. 
“They all want to go across to 
West Berlin or West Germany on 
a visit straight away. But -they 
can’t all get leave at once. The 
ones that wait get pretty fed up.’’ 

One consolation — in future 
East German soldiers will be 
allowed to watch West German 
television. 

Feelings in the officer corps 
about the changes are mixed, tbe 
private believed. 
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Irving ace looks lonelv.. 


WOULP IT HELP IF I HELD 
HJ5 PAW FOR AWHILE? 


LIKE MAV0E 
UNTIL 1918? 


‘Now THATS a powerful blow dryer!' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Amok) and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


KNITH 


PEROW 



EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, December 10, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


French franc 




HES A SWOBD SWALLOWER/ 
HE USED TO COME IN HERE 
AND EAT PEAS WITH HIS 
^ KNIFE AND SWALLOW * 
? r THE KNIFE/ T 


OF COURSE, THERE'S A > 
TRICK TO IT/ HE SHOWED 
ME HOW IT'S DONE SO 
THAT NIGHT I TRIED j 
1 ST IN FRONT OF J 
l COMRANY/ n — 


WELL, HOW 
DID THE 
TRICK 
TURN . i 
1 OUT? J 


WELL, IT WASN’T j 
EXACTLY PERFECT ! 
BUT THOSE TONSILS 
* HAD TO COME OUT 

LTV anyway/ > 


s 


Now arrange the drctad lettera to 
form the surprise answer, ae Wfr 
floated by the above cartoon. 
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Italy delighted with World Cup draw 


'° re S^>- 

:SS 

•cope^N 

i Cd 

***!% 

few ' 

Xy5 

a °aS l} . 

satisfied 

?vi ? «r 4 

°0Kia| J 

is aidreSL 

,?***£ 
he hreai « 

,n “aponsj 
>r P°raiio tt ■ 
"Poraiion {flk 
‘g prefab 
wanitote* 

■ 

«*■!$ 
f’itwiH*. . 
j. Theoont 
b:. 


By Put Radford 

JZetaer 

ROME — Italians basked in ear- 
ly World Cup glory on Sunday, 
delighted with the draw for next 
J & finals which gave them the 
... posable start to their quest 
for a record fourth triumph, 
v- ' -The I ta li an Sunday newspaper 
La Gazzetta Sportiva ran a front 
page banner headline saying “Ita- 
fiana 3 gol” (Italy three goals) to 
celebrate a draw which put them 
m the weakest of the six four- 
nation first round groups. 

There was widespread praise 
for- the lucky hands of film ff ar 


Loren, composer of the 
World Cop Song Giorgio 
Moroder and Opera singer 
Luciano Pavarotti who drew 
three modest opponents for Italy 
in the United States, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The host nation will play aO 
their first round matches in Rome 
and have every chance of winning 
group A and staying in the capital 
until the semifinal stage of the 
competition. 

Italian trainer Azeglio Vrcnii 
was guarded about his team’s 
chances but the smile on his face 
betrayed immense satisfaction. 
Tm glad we're not in a difficult, 
even group,” he said. “It could 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

iGWW Tn&ufM Madia Sarvi^aa, Inc. 


TAKE THE SURE-TRICK UNE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
« A 9 5 3 
? A 74 
0 K J 
* Q 8 4 2 
EAST 
4 7 

9 9 8 6 2 
0 8543 
* 10 7 6 3 


WEST 
4*4 

9K Q 10 3 
0 97 6 2. 

4 K 9 5 


SOUTH 

K Q J 10 6 2 
V J 5 

‘ 0 A Q 10 


. . * A J 

The bidding: 


North 

East 

South 

West 

J* 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 9 

Pass 

5 NT 

Pass 

6 0“ 

Pm 

Pass 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of 7 
- Had Shakespeare been a bridge 
aficionado, he might have written 
about the ages of a player. At first 
the infant, trying to master the intri- 
cacies of the finesse. Then the lover,- 
beaming from ear to ear as half of 
his tenace positions produces an ex- 
tra trick. And then the expert, wrig- . 
gling tike an ed to try to avoid 
having to take a finesse. And so 
each one plays his part. 


South had a classic jump shift — a 
self-sufficient suit of his own and 
some support for partner's suit into 
the bargain. When North raised, it 

look only Blackwood to determine 
that a dearth of kings precluded a 
grand slam. 

West led the king of beam and 
we know many declarers who would 
go down in a trice. They would win 
the ace, draw trumps and take the 
club finesse, an even -money propo- 
sition. Unfortunately, on this deal 
their luck would be out and the con- 
tract would fail by a trick. 

The seasoned player has no prob- 
lem wiLh this type of hand. He 
knows the club finesse is an illu- 
sion— there is a line available which 
guarantees the slam. 

After winning the the ace of 
beam the veteran, too, draws 
trumps in two rounds. Next, he 
takes three rounds of diamonds, dis- 
carding a heart from dummy. With 
the goundwork laid, declarer exits 
with the jack of hearts. 

When West wins the trick, there is 
a variety of losing actions available. 
A red-suit return allows declarer to 
ruff in dummy while discarding the 
jack of dubs from hand; a dub is 
into South’s tenace. Either way, de- 
clarer avoids losing a dubrtrick. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Batty Jorgcnam 


ACROSS 

1 Leaks slowty 
6 Kind ol patty 

10 Copfad 

14 Ms Oakley 

15 Via for short 

16 Altitude of 
Denver 

17 Fraternal 

organization 

IB War god 

19 Make eyes at 

20 Sleep I Bee — 

21 Kki of ante 

22 Plena piece 
24 Court figure 
28 Get-up-end- 

28 Pasture sound 

29 Modena 
money 

30 MIHeu of 24A 
33 Prayer beads 
38 Those with 

power 

37 He 

38 Envelope abbr. 

39 Sautt — Marie 

40 Religious 
depletion 

41 Ciay comer 

42 Rent out 

43 Creed 

45 Sel 

46 Rind 

47 Freud's term* 

48 Lily meld 
50 Fine meal 
64 Eecargofs 
56 Frog’s porch 

58 Fundler wfth 

59 Th* lure 
80 “Exodus" 

author 
62 Mott 

S3 Seed covering 

64 Army gp. 

65 Go-between 

66 Fed 

67 A Laitchester 

68 Beginners 

DOWN 

.1 west Coast 
shrub 

2 — Gay 

3 Vest lo 


■ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 



a 

■ 

a 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

a 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 



R> 1960 Trfttuna MscJU Sentcos. toa- 
AJI RHjhu flowed 



4 Kid’s vault 

E ITtn elwe 

9 rviravB 
fi Take Che lead 

7 Wolfs quarry 

8 How — you? 

9 Some wefis 
ID In with 

11 Transport 
method 

12 Ms Rebus 

13 Doe 

Z\ Supplicate 
23 Pereeghlan 
25 Com unit 
27 Diamond 


array? 

Healing 


31 

plant 

32 Tear 

33 Called - 

34 Indian 

35 The piper’s 
son dM 

37 Muppst 
39 Observed 

42 Playtime 

43 Cage dweller 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Sohtwfc 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnranra nnrara nnnn 
nnnnnnnKarani nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnra 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnrann 
nnnnn nnna nnnn 
nnnn onnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn annan 


44 Summer drink 
46 Sidekick 
49 Hose thread 

51 Wrath 

52 Dictator's aide 

53 Legal 
wrongs 

54 Blemish 


55 “A DoS’s 
House" 
heroine 

57 Movie 
dog 

61 Kinsman: 
*bbr. 

62 Corrode 


J... 

k I 


J 1 


/ 

4 


Otnema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


BOOL DURHAM 


^Jfctjjghpwccs 


£30.6:00.8:30. It. 




have been much worse.” 

If fate seemed less land to the 
tournament when the nations 
with the two worst records of 
hooliganism, England and the 
Netherlands, were drawn 
together in group F, there was 
surprisingly little official concern. 

The two countries will meet on 
-Jane 16 in the Sar dinian capital of 
Cagliari in potentially the most 
explosive match of the tourna- 
ment and a repeat of their ill- 


fated clash at the European 
championship in Duesseldoif, 
West Germany, last year. 

Despite a massive turnout of 
riot police and stria segregation 
of rival supporters, there were 
almost 500 arrests and large-scale 
damage to the city centre in 
outbreaks of violence before the 
march. 

The trouble was later blamed 
largely on West German youths 
who attacked the notorious En- 


glish fans. 

World Cup organisers kept a 
low profile on the problem. "It is 
not the end of the world. It is one 
of 52 matches,” Inter natio nal 
Football Federation (FIFA) 
spokesman Guido Tognoni said. 

Privately, officials expressed 
the view that even if they would 
have preferred the English and 
Dutch not to meet, a match on 
Sardinia offered the best chance 
of containing trouble. 


The Dutch will be based in 
Palermo, SicOy, and their fans 
can travel to die game only by air 
or sea, giving police a better 
chance of controlling their move- 
ments in Sardinia. 

The island authorities also said 
they were happy to receive the 
English and Dutch, along with 
Ireland and Egypt, and did not 
anticipate problems. 


Socrates criticises new Brazil 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

LUTON AGREE MILLION-POUND DEAL FOR WEGERLE: 

The transfer of Luton striker Roy Wegerle to fellow English first 
division dub Queens Park Rangers for £3 milli on ($1.6 million) is* 
expected to be completed on Monday. Luton manager Ray 
Harford said Saturday he was sorry to see the South African-born 
player go out “a milli on pounds is a lot of money and we decided 
to take it.” 

BRELAND STOPS OZAKt: Mark Breland of the United 
States retained his World Boxing Association (WBA) welter- 
weight title Sunday by stopping Japanese challenger Fujio Ozaki 
in the fourth round of their scheduled 12-round fight. P anamani an 
referee JnKo Cesar Alvarado stopped the fight 35 seconds into the 
round after a doctor examined a copiously bleeding cut which 
opened up above Ozaki's right eye in the third round. It was the 
champion’s third defence of the title he wrested from South 
Korean Lee Seung-Soon last February. 


By Timothy CoQmgs 
Renter 

ROME — Brazil have lost touch 
with their soccer traditions and 
may even lose the loyalty of their 
colourful World Cup fans, former 
star Socrates has warned. 

Socrates, a leading player in 
the Brazilian teams at the 1982 
and 1986 finals, believes current 
coach Sebastiao Lazarom’s Euro- 
pean-style tactics will prevent the 
familiar Brazilian skills from blos- 
soming fully in Italy next June. 

“There is not enough pure fan- 
tasy in the team. There has been 
a change in style and the players 
have learned a lot of new tactics 
from playing abroad," Socrates 
said after Saturday’s draw for 
next year’s World Cup finals . 

‘T do not like it much myself 
and I am sure most Brazilians will 
feel the same. Our football is 
about freedom and ima gina tion 
within a tactical framework but 
this new system is too rigid.” 

For years, Brazil have been 
synonymous with “the beautiful 
game" and their samba skills 
have lit up virtually all the world 
cup tournaments since their first 
triumph in Sweden in 1958. 

Twice in die past, in West 
Germany in 1974 and in Argenti- 
na in 1978, the Brazilians attemp- 
ted to switch to more defensive 
tactics and both tournaments en- 
ded with their reputation tar- 
nished. 

It was the re-emergence of 
their more familiar imaginati ve, 
attacking style under veteran 
coach Tele' Santana in Spain in 
1962, when Socrates and Zico 
starred, wfxkh brought back their 
prestiger * 5-- • : 

“For me, that Brazilian team in 
1982 was the best I have played in 


and also produced the best 
matches,” said Socrates. “The 
game with Italy, when we lost 
3-2, was the best of my career and 
will always be remembered by 
everyone who was there. 


“It was a fantasy game for us 
all and we shall never forget it. 
That is how I fed Brazil should 
be seen. 

“Football is above ail a show 
so, from that point of view, when 


you have a spectacular match, h 
is fine.,, 

Socrates said he believed Brazil 
had the players to do weQ again in 
the finals. 


PASSPORT MISSING 

I, Narinder Singh from India have lost passport No. 470569 
issued 10 April 1988. 

Finders please contact Post Box 4589 


Don’t Throw It Away?!!!! 

Junk = $$ Money $$ ??!!!! 

Extra Income Every Month 
Bring Your 

Good Old Clothes, Shoes, Anything... 
To .Nardos Shop l( Your Home Store” 
At King Abdulla Gardens & Shopping 
Centre 
Tel. 686732 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


Irbid District Electricity Co. Ltd 
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Energy Development Project 

LOAN: 2371-JO 
TENDER: 25114/04/5 

Invitation tar bids 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan 
from the World Bank in various currencies towards the 
cost of Energy Development project and it is intended 
that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contract for Tender 251 14/ 
04/5. 

2. The Irbid District Electricity Company now invites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of 
Distribution Transformers and 11KV R.M.U. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from, and inspect, the bidding documents at the 
office of: • 

Director General 

Irbid District Electricity Company 
P.O. Box 46 Irbid — Jordan 
Telex 51528 KHRBCO JO 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by any interested eligible bidder on the submis- 
sion of a written application to the above and upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee of $50 or -JD. 
equivalent 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security of not less 
than 2% of the bid price and must be delivered to the 
above office on or before 1200 hours local time on 
Monday 22nd January 1990. 

6. Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders' 
representatives who choose to attend at 1200 hours on 
the date given in the letter supplied with these 
documents at the offices of Irbid District Electricity 
Company. * _ 


HELP YOUR FRIENDS GET AHEAD. 


Dear Friend. 

There are few things in life as exciting or 
satisfying as the experience of seeing new 
opportunities on the horizon, opportunities that 
can be earned with a better education. 

Probably one of the greatest gifts you could ever 
give would be to share this experience with 
someone else. You may be surprised to find outflow 
manv people you know want to better themselves 
through further education. It may be a friend, 
relative, neighbor, or co-worker — a nyone who 
wants to increase their chances of promotion, or 
perhaps start a new career. 

just send us the name and address of anvone who 
might be interested in having a more productive 
and rewarding future. We will send tnem complete 
information on any one of our home-studv courses 
listed below. The information is FREE and there's 
NO OBLIGATION. 

Easy as 1-2-3 

I Sta rt off bv writing down a list of all your 
friends, neighbors, relatives, or anvone you 
work with who might be interested in home-study 
cjreer training. 

2 Go over the list caret ullv. Pick out the names of 
• people you think would be most interested in 
one ot the home-study anuses listed below. Look 
for ambitious people who want to get ahead in life 
and enjoy better jobs and higher pay. 

3 Print the names of your friends who are 
• interested on the right of this form, and give us 
each person's complete address. Also, tell us the 
name of the course they are interested in. We will 
send them literature with full information on the 
course. Then, tell you r fnend to watch for details on 
an exciting opportunity. There's no obligation. 

CHOOSE ONE 
OF THESE CAREER FIELDS 


Send us the names of friends, family members, 
neighbors or co-workers who mighfbe interested in 
training at home fora new or better career. . .and 
don't overlook yourself. If you have additional 
names and addresses you would like to submit, 
send them along on a separate sheet of paper, fust 
be sure thev are reallv interested. 

PLEASE PRINT 

You r N.i me 


Address . 


Cilv C*«intr\ 


Course of Interest , 


Lot the friends, relatives ur co-vvurKur* you I hint, mi iuld 
tv inle rooted in the Courses shewn un the lell Be sure to 
print clearly. 


1. Name 


Address . 


C ilv Country 


Ciiurseol Interest , 


2. Name 


Address . 


Cilv Count! \ 


Cnurseof In tears! 
3. Name 


Address . 


Cilv Country 


US0CUIEM 
SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 
bO Bibiks UmsgemH 
61 Angualtag 

M Bnhu Mowgancit Mill 
option « MaYauf 
II flotacu M aBog w m wt 
opto* in F«wce 

ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED TECHNOLOGY 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 
67 Eleomnia Twtaologr 
63 Civil Ea jn rring 
Mariour 

*2 Mtdmul Enpaeenag 
TMniwr 

65 EknnafEngMinag 
rednolosr 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 

56 Cmputtf PrognminUij NSiwII Rupgif 
07 ILS Hn)h kbod Dtpktni 04 /Uto Macfnws 
S9 Gdwmji/Gosnrel Cooing HBoaktaqxvg 
20 Uedkol/DaMd Qffm 02Ekait*m 


Course of Interest . 
4. Name 


Auisud 

57 Itoootoaprtrr Rtpw 
95 Kod/Eetomt 
HvogMUM 
14 Ait CondiKMig 1 
RHmu U Uh 
12 hntrtar Demean, 

51 Fnffm Mmfuadhnig 
33 Motonrde bpair 
SZSvWTinXMBRMl 
14 Fitans 1 Hotnttan 
22 WUIdiCaawnnH 
19 fctmsjrr AiusThw 
246 Digaal Eledrnaia 
Screen 

2609 Butte, Trades 
106 General Busbei 
144 PikmiI Eegtisli 


21 Scaaorr 

06 Elodririw 
21 Poto Soewn 
32 An 

09 Legal Seowery 
55 Diesel Medmia 
87 TY/YCR Erpttt 
03 Oitt Day Core 
B5 Dnrftng 
35Tmel%et 
26M AirUteoare 
260C Mediae 5tof 
161 Eigmeneg 

41 Wmlrtm/SLori 
Story Writing 

40 Pkaogropbr 

42 DnssmAieg S 
Deugn 


Address . 


Citv'Countrv 


Course ul Interest , 


Complete This Form 
And Moil Today! No Obligation 


SINCE 1880 



International Correspondence Schools 

Dept. FZTC9 . Box 1900. J. 

Scranton, PA 18501 USA 


Deluxe House For Rent 

Ground floor in a two-storey building in Abdoun, with 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large salon, dining and family 
room, giassed-in veranda and patio - 8x5m. (Fitted 
carpets and curtains are also available). Garden, private 
entrance, garage, teiepone and independent central 
heating. 

For more information call 819379/621379 


AL-KHATEEB TRANSLATION BUREAU 

In addition to translation into the well-known languages, 
some other languages such as Bulgarian, Romanian, 
Phiiippinian and Urdu have already been added to our 
activity. However, the translation of contracts, court 
judgements, powers of attorney and all other legal 
documents is our field of specialisation. 

Jabal Al Hussein, Sukaynah Bid., first floor Khalld 


Bin Al Wale 


caynan 
ed St 


Tel. 689459- 




A leading manufacturing furniture company in Jordan 
requires a furniture designer mainly for office, desks, 
chairs, tables and bedrooms, in wood and steel. 

Experience essential. 


For appointments please call at Tel. 
647680. 

647679 - 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Three bedrooms — living, (fining, reception rooms. 

Tm baths — three balconies and kitchen. 

Independent CJH. and telephones. 

Location r Shmeisani near Birds’ Garden 

Tel: 641443 - 667862 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

Opel Rekord, 2,000cc, 1983, green, sun roof, perfect conditions, 
diplomatic plate. 

Tel. 814263 (Mondays to Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 2 pjn.), 
824706 (from 3 to 7 p.m., every day) 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two living rooms, two verandas, one 
glassed-in, two baths, kitchen, T.V. and video player, 
washing machine and dryer and others all in excellent 
condition. 

Located between 4th and 5th circles. 

Please call owner 674286 


Domestic Work Sought 

Maid seeking domestic work. 

Please; call 782019 or 782288 


MUSIC LESSONS 

A graduate from the Royal School of Music of London is willing to 
give music lessons in violin, piano, organ and music theory in the 
most modem effective way. 

Those who are interested please ring 668321 for any 
further Information. 


Two-bedroom deluxe furnished 
Shmeisani. 


flat in 


For more information call 689869 
(near Birds Garden) 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


TWO MOON 
JUNCTION 

L Performances 3:30, 6:00, 8:30,10:30 p.m.- 



Cinema 


NKJOUM 


T<± 675571 


Nadia Al Jundi 
In 


(Arabic) 

Pcrfonnanaa 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10*30 



Cinema 


Tel: 674111 


Jack Nicholson 
& 

Kim Basinger 

BATMAN 

Performances 3:311. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 



*1 J - 
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World News 


Gorbachev willing to 


dilute party monopoly 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Krem- 
lin leader Mikhail Goihacbev has 
said die Communist Party would 
resist attempts to diminish its 
authority but held out the possi- 
bility that constitutional guaran- 
tees of its leading role in society 
could be scrapped. 

Ca lling die party the guarantor 
of his perestroika reform prog- 
ramme/ Gorbachev told die poli- 
cy-making central committee 
Saturday that demands for an 
Bomeffiate end to the party’s legally- 
enshrined monopoly on power 
were premature. 

And he said the country's eco- 
nomic woes, while grave, were 
being exploited for political gain. 

“The Central Committee will 
resolutely fight attempts to down- 
grade the importance of the party 
and to undermine its authority 
with working people," Gor- 
bachev said, m remarks carried 
by the official TASS news 
agency. 

In die framework of this pro- 
cess, any article (of the constitu- 
tion) can be the subject of mod- 
ification or be excluded. This 
fully refers as well to Article 6," 
Gorbachev said. 

Article 6 of the 1977 constitu- 
tion guarantees the 20-mfifion- 
member party the “leading and 
guiding*' role in Soviet public life, 
ft has become a matter of fierce 
debate as disenchantment with 
tiie party's grip on power grows 


Activists 
reject 
de Klerk 
reforms 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A ma- 
jor conference of Sooth African 
anti-apartheid groups has re- 
jected President F.W. de Klerk’s 
reform programme and vowed to 
continue the struggle against ra- 
cial segregation. 

A declara t i on issued at the end 
of the first day of the con f erence 
said Hacks woe ready to negoti- 
ate with the white government, 
bat only when it showed it was 
serious. 

Nearly 5,000 delegates from afl 
over the country met to discuss de 
Berk’s moves to reform apar- 
theid and offer to negotiate some 
form of power-sharing arrange- 
ment with the voteless Mack 
majority. 

“De Klerk has done nothhig 
which convinces ns that he is 
gamine. There are no actions to 
back op Ms vague promises,” 
Saturday’s declaration said. 

It added that de Kkrk would 
have Co create the necessary con- 
ditions before negotiations could 
begin. It was not specific about 
what the conditions were, bat 
elsewhere the statement said apar- 
theid would have to be completely 
disman t l ed. 

The banned nationalist move- 
ment, the African National Con- 
gress, has long counted the abor- 
tion of the land, group areas and 
population registration acts — 
cornerstones of Sooth Africa's ra- 
cial segregation — among precon- 
ditions for negotiations. 

“We cannot and w3S not wait 
imtO de Kleric is ready. Onr Strug- 
gle to dismantle apartheid and 
exploitation and to build a demo- 
cratic future wifi go on," the 
declaration said. 

The statement dismissed re- 
forms, including the re lease of 
political prisoners and relaxation 
of restrictions on public protest, 
mdeftaken by the president since 
be came to power following segre- 
gated elections in September. 

“The strategic objective of the 
r * gim » remains that of reshaping 
apartheid to make it palatable to 
the South African people ami the 
international community. More 
importantly, the dear intention is 
to protect the privileges of the 
white minority," it said. 

“We wfll continue to resist 
apartheid, even dety and disman- 
tle tt, whatever the cost. We win 

I wiM the iMti m n m uni ty amo ng 

all anti-apartheid forces. We wffl 
continue to demand that the inter- 
national community Inte nsif y Ks 
efforts to isolate toe de Klerk ■ 
government.” 

The conference, organised by , 
trade mdoiis, church and other 
organisations who make np the 
wmai democratic movement, in- 
volves a broad range of anti- 
apartheid groups, from rente end 
stcdcci coE-grcSKS to tribal home- 
land tenders. 

Some of tee groeps are res- 
tricted under South Africa’s 
three-year-old state of emergency 
regulations, and their representa- 
tives defied orders to speak to the 
meeting, held in a sports baS at- 
■Johannesburg’s Witwatersraad ’ 

Uni v e r sity. 


and fast-developing reform 
movements sweep through the 
Soviet allies in East Eronpe. 

Hungary has dro pped the name 
“Communist' 1 from the party’s 
name and is preparing fin- multi- 
party elections. Poland has instal- 
led a non-communist prime 
minister, Czechoslovakia was to 
announce a non-communist- 
dommated government Sunday 
and East Germany recently re- 
pealed toe co mmunis ts* monopo- 
ly on power. 

On Thursday, Lithuania be- 
came the first of the 15 consti- 
tuent Soviet republics to drop a 
constit u ti o nal guarantee of com- 
munist s upr emacy. Lawmakers in 
another Baltic republic, Estonia, 
will consider establishing a mold- 
party system Dec. IS. 

Human rights activist Andrei 
Sakharov and several other mem- 
bers of the Congress of People’s 
Deputies parliament have called 
a two-hour general strike Mon- 
day, the day before the congress 
convenes, to show popular sup- 
port for removing the party 
danse from the national constitu- 
tion. _ — 

Gorbachev botdy denied Arti- 
cle 6 had hindered greater demo- 
cratisation of Soviet life since he 
came to power in March 198S. In 
an obvious re fe re n ce to Sakhar- 
ov, a Nobel Peace laureate, Gor- 
bachev said those demanding its 
urgent revocation were trying to 


“demoralise communists, lower 
their activity at a tenting point in 
perestorika.” 

“We most not create a new 
constitution until we have more 
or less dearly defined the con- 
tours of the renewed social 
mechanism, the optimal structure 
of organs of power and adminis- 
tration, the order of interacti on 
of political forces,” Gorbachev 
cou nt e re d. 

The 58-year-old Soviet leader 
did not use the expression “poli- 
tical parties,” but was dearly 
sketching out a role in Soviet 
public life for groups not control- 
led by communists. 

So-called informal organisa- 
tions . have prol i ferated m the 
more tolerant dimate introduced 
by Gorbachev. 

Baltic elections 

Candidates nominated by gras- 
sroots people’s fronts organisa- 
tions are widely expected Sunday 
to beat many communists in 
nationwide elections to fill muni- 
cipal councils held in Estonia and 
Lativa. 

fa Estonia, more than 9,000 
candidates are vying to fifl 4,200 
seats in dty and rural councils 
throughout the Soviet Union’s 
least populous republic with 1.6 

mill in n inhabitants 

Polls show the most popular 
candidates are environmentalists, 
or Greens, with ethnic Estonians 
favouring the People’s Front and 


Hunt launched for 
Manila coup leaders 


MANILA (Agencies) — The Phi- 
lippine mili tary has launched a 
big manhun t for mkang army 
coup leaders - who apparently 
escaped when their men surren- 
dered, a military spokesman said 
Sunday. 

Armed Forces Gnef-of-Staff 
General’ Renalo de Villa told 
reporters the military was asking 
President Corazon Aquino to 
offer cash rewards for the turning 
in of rebel leaders who staged the 
sixth and most serious attempt to 
topple her. 

Armed forces spokesman 
Oscar Florendo said about MOO 
rebel officers and men have sur- 
rendered since the coup was final- 
ly snuffed out in Manila last 
Thursday. 

Still on the loose are several of 
the top men involved in the six- 
day coup, including cashiered 
Colonel Gregorio “Gringo” Hoa- 
asan, leader of the last coup 
attempt against Aquino in Au- 
gust 1987. 

The officers are members of 
file “Reform the Armed Forces 


Movement” (RAM), which ac- 
cused Aquino of mismanaging 
the country, tolerating corruption 
among her relatives, ap p oint i n g 
incompetent ministers and of 
being soft on a 20-year commun- 
ist ins ur gency. 

Aquino,, meanwhile, vowed 
never to “let evil triumph" 


Speaking at a gymnasium, 
Aquino said: “I promise 


Rebel soldiers Saturday surren- 
dered their last stronghold at an 
air base at Cebu dty. 

Air Force Grief Major-Gener- 
al Jose de Leon said the rebel 
leader at the Marian air base. 
Brigadier General Jose Commea- 
dador, snrrendred late Saturday 
to regional commander Brig. 
Gen. Renato Palma and was 
under investigation. 

On Sunday, Aquino trailed by 
helicopter to Batangas dty, 80 
kilometres south of Manila, for 
the funeral of Major Daniel 
Atienza. Aticnza’s F-5 jet was 
shot down Dec. 1 during an air 
raid on rebel positions at the 
Sangley Point air-naval base, 
southwest of the capital. 


you that I will continue to serve 
the filtpino people, and I will 
offer every moment of my life, 
and I shall never let evil 
triumph.” 

About 200 presidential security 
guards surrounded the gymna- 
sium and snipers were stationed 
on tiie roofs of nearby buildings. 

Aquino told re po rt er s later 
that about 3,000 of the 160,000- 
member armed forces had joined 
tiie mutiny. 

“Only two per cent of the 
armed forces were against us bat 
still we have to make sure that 
those who are guilty will be, 
meted out the foil penalties,” 
Aquino said. 


De Villa said other senior offic- 
ers being hunted included Com- 
modore Domingo Calajate, for- 
mer chief of the military logistics 
command, Brig.-Gen. Edgardo 
Abexrina, former chief of the con- 
stabulary command in the west- 
ern Visayas Islands, and Navy 
Captain Felix Tbringan. 


SAN SALVADOR (Agencies) - 
Salvadorean President Alfredo 
Cristiani, in his first peace offer 
since leftist guerrillas launched a 
major offensive last mouth, has 
offered negotiations with' the re- 
bels if they would agree to stop 
making attacks affecting civilians. 

Softening his previous stance 
that the Farabondo Marti Nation- 
al liberation Front (FMLN) must 
lay down its arms for serious talks 
to take place, Cristiani said Satur- 
day he was not demanding that 
the rebels stop attacking military 
targets. 


ly those affecting the civilian 
population,” he tok! a sews con- 


Cristiani’s concessions 
appeared to be a victory for the 
rebels who launched a major 
offensive Nov. 11 partly to 
strengthen their negotiating posi- 
tion and show they were not a 
spent military force, political 
analysts said. 


“Cristiani has to pursue peace 
because he can’t do anything with 
the country as it is,*’ one Western 


was willing to meet FMLN repre- 
sentatives in Venezuela Dec. 20 
to discuss ending the 10-year-old 
civil war which has killed more 
than 70,000 people. 

He also announced a $250,000 
cash reward, protection and im- 
munity for anyone providing in- 
formation or evidexrce that will 
lead to the arrest and conviction 
of responsible for the Nov. 16 
massacre of six prominent Jesuit 


priest-educators, their cook and 
her toenaze daushter. 


diplomat said. “Whether the 
FMLN accepts or not depends on 


“The government is ready to 
restart the process of dialogue on 
condition that the FMLN 
announces publicly that it will 
stop all terrorist actions, espedal- 


FMLN ac c e p ts or not depends on 
how they see their military 
strength and what they consider 
civilian targets”. 

If the guerrillas agreed to stop 
attacks involving civilians by Dec. 
15, Cristiani said, his government 


her teenage daughter. 

Some Je sui ts have blamed gov- 
ernment soldiers for the MlKng^. 
Any person or persons who, 
against their will or unwittingly, 
took part indirectly in this who 
provides relevant information 
that can clarity tins crime wifi be 
awarded (tiie money), Cristiani 
said. 
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tiie Russians favouring workers’ 
associations with dose finks to 

ratnTmmkrt 

“But if both ethnic and non- 
ethnic Estonians are considered, 
our opinion poDs indicate 50 per 
cent support for the Greens — by 
far the best support. The com- 
munists would get under 10 per 
cent,” said Johan Kivirahk, from 
Estonia’s department of public 
opinion and market research. 

In Latvia, Imans Daudis, a 
secr etar y of the top government 
exec u t iv e body, the praesfafiuzn, 
called Sunday’s vote “the first 
election conducted in the situa- 
tion of real political pluralism.” 

Only 34 per cent of the candi- 
dates in the republic of more than 
2-5 million people are members 
of the Communist Party, while 32 
per cent are members of the 
People’s Front. 

In March elections for the new 
Soviet parliament, People’s Front 
candidates trounced party-back- 
ed candidates in races across all 
three Baltic states.' 

Of the other Latvian candi- 
dates, 18 per cent belong to the 
Agricultural Union, which seeks 
independence and private own- 
ership of land, and 1.8 per cent 
to Interfroot, an orgamsatioa pro- 
tecting the right* of ethnic Rus- 
sians and ocher immigrants. 
Daudis said ah the groups can be 
virtually described as fleeing 
political parties. " 



Standing fo hoe... Vietnamese boat people queue presently in toe colony awaiting relocation overseas 
with afl their belongings for relocati on to a Hong of rep a triation 
Kong boosing centre. Over 50,060 Vietnamese are 


Boat people brawl amid 
rising tension, gloom 


HONG KONG, (R) — A 25- 
year-old man was beaten to death 
with iron bars Sunday morning as 
tension rose in Hoag Kong’s 
crowded Vietnamese boat people 
camps on fears of an imminent 
start to forced repatriation. 

Police said the man was killed 
and three youths were injured as 
two gangs ba tried with iron bars 
Sunday morning at Whitehead 
Camp in Hong Kong’s New Terri- 
tories. 


say rttmg s Eke ‘better dead than 
red’ and ‘freedom, where are 
you?’,” a camp worker said. 

Other slogans ihdnded “Hong 
Kong — our today is your tomor- 
row,” a reference to 1997, when 
China is due to regain sovereignty 
over the free wh eel ing capitalist 
British colony. 

Hong Kong is de te r m i n e d to 
start sending back those boat 


people that have foiled to prove 
they are genuine refugees under 


A senior Western diplomat 
who follows refugee affairs said 
Britain and Hong Kong were still 
discussing arrangements for what 
be called the orderly r e t urn of 
people whose appeals for refugee 
status have been rejected by the 
government here. 

“The two sides are discussing 
arrang emen ts and will do up until 
the moment the first group 
leaves. The target is still mid- 
December, but there’s no specific 
date as for as I am aware,” he 
said. 


He said press reports that 
forced repatriation was to get 
under way Sunday were incorrect 
but added that it would happen 
sooner rather than later. 

W orkers in the camps, where 
some 57,000 boat people are 
held, say morale is deteriorating 
daily as people hear reports of 
plans to return most of than 
rorcibiy to the land they risked 
death to leave. 

“Every day at 2 p.m. in White- 
head they all demonstrate, wav- 
ing denched fists in the air and 
showing banners. The banners 


United Nations criteria so as to 
try and avert another influrwhen 
weather conifitioiis in the South 
China Sea improve. 

This year has seen 34,000 boat 
people arrive, the bulk of them in 
the period between February and 
August. 

• Hong Kong has tried various' 
methore of deter rin g tiie boat 
people over the years, mdudmg 
dosed camps — where they re- 
tained refugee status but were 
kept in pnson-fike conditions, 
and a tough scre eni ng policy in- 
troduced in June last year. 

Of the 57,000 here, 13,000 are 
considered genuine refugees be- 
cause they arrived before screen- 
ing was introduced last year. The 
remaining 44,000 are considered 
illegal immigrants, to be held 
pending repatriation tinless they 
can prove a genuine fear of 
perseaition. < 

So for some 6,000 have been 
screened and only 400 have been 
granted refugee status, allowed to 
stay while efforts are made to 
arrange resettlement in a third 
country. 

Diplomatic sources said that 


Salvador president offers 
negotiations with rebels 




Tbe wreckage of a plane which crashed rear toe El The Salvador g ov er nm ent has said the p lan* 
Salvador border last week. In the foreground are was carrying Nicaraguan-supplied surface-to-air 
the bodies of ton four men who were on the plane, mfa sfle s destined for Salvador rebels 


Hard up for a date? *Rent a gent ’ in New York 


By Andrea Privitere 

Reuters 


NEW YORK — How can a 
woman go on an expenses-paid 
dream date with an eligible 
bachelor of her choice, with no 
strings attached, all for a worthy 
cause?. 

Rent one for charity. 

In recent years, various char- 
ities around tiie United Snug s 
have been organising “bachelor 
bids” or “rent-a-gent” parties as 
part of their fund-raising efforts. 

They generally target single 
j professional vcbut, who ran 
■ aiforu to rid tor •' .i:fo ’.vith one 
of a group of carjfaily screened 
bachelors. Those who can't 
afford to bid or prefer not to can 
still go to the party and watch the 
action for a modest admisshm 
fee. 

The bidding usually starts at 
about $50. Most bachelors “sell" 


for between $200 and $600 but 
some have fetched $1,500 for the 
charities. The bids, actually dona- 
tions, are tax-deductible. 

“Irt a fan event, and in a lot of 
areas it works very well,” said PH 
BonfigEo, national director of 
special events for the American, 
Cancer Society. 


“We bold 10 to 15 a year and 
usually raise about a half a mil- 
lion dollars,” be said. “It’s kind 
of like the women going to tiie 
places where the male strippers 
are. Those places are packed". 

The women receive a program- 
me providing a brief description* 
of the bachelors and the date 
package being offered. The date 
is usually drinks, dinner and a 
show. 

Bonfigjio said that although the 
bachelors pay for the dates, he 
assumes that their expenses are 
also tax-deductible. 


“The women do seem to turn 
out,” said Paul Facte, director of 
special events for the Leukaemia 
Society”. “And they have a lot of 
fun. These gay s are parading on a 
r un w a y Eke in a beauty contest. 
The shoe is on the other foot 
now”. 

More than 150 women 
attended a recent auction in New 
York to benefit the Cooley’s 
Anaemia Foundation. 


meetin g someone. 

“It’S a tide. I just think it's 
fan,” said one woman, who iden- 
tified herself only as Dale. 

Another woman had a more 
traditional poist-of view. “I don’t 
pay for any man to take me out,” 
said Susan Rogers. “I just came 
to watch”. 


. “I think women realise that the 
traditional ways of meeting men 
are out,” said Joan AntomeDo, 
oho works with the foundation. 
“You have to do something new 
in the 1990s. You have to use 
your imagination. And I don’t 
think any of these women feel 
threatened”. 

Most of tire w ome n at the 
Cooley's Anaenria auction said 
they participated for fan, as we& 
as for the remote possibility of 


The charities tty to recruit 
established or prominent men to 
parti c ipate. “They are usually 
pretty stable people in the com- 
munity — who have a lot to lose if 
they misbehave,” said Faetz. 

In order tn safeguard 5»yainrt a 
potent :: rr 

tion, tiiv pLiii bid- 

den in the audience. 

“If no oik: bids on them, 
you’ve lost them,” Faetz said of 
the bachelors, that, fortu- 

nately, tiie pints don’t lave to 
jump in very often. 

Interestingly, none of the 


foundations bolds auctions of 
women because the perception is 
that the public would not 
approve. 

“I think people want to stay 
away from that because of the 
mores of the time,” said Faetz. 

Bonfiglio added, “I don’t know 
if the perception of bachelor auc- 
tions is even kosher ( ap pro pri ate) 
— but auctioning women off de- 
finitely doesn’t seem kosher’*. 


worthy cause. So why do they do 


Some bachelors seem to enjoy 
the show of it all, parading 
around on stage. A few go as for 


as unbuttoning their shirts to try 
to drive up the bidding. 

But one man had another 
reason. 


According to Helene Daly 
Attanisio, a volunteer for 
Cooley’s Anaemia, bachelor auc- 
tions are eminently appropriate. 

“Women have been exploited 
for years. It’s about time men 
were exploded," she said. 

It may be dear why the women 
want to participate, but the men 
don't get a ch oi ce- They go to die 


highest bidder. 
The men co 


The men could more easily 
write a check in order to benefit a 


“Everyone wonders where 
they fit in — the actual dolla r 
value. If s a rare chance to find 
out,” said Charles Leerhsea, a 
writer for Newsweek magazine 
who was recruited by Cooley’s 
A naem i a. “Now I’ve found out. 
Tm worth $475.” 

Lecrfasen added: “And tins 
sort of turns around toe map- 
woman game. The same women 
who wouldn’t even talk to you 
next door wifi pay $900 just to st 
your phone number IhereS 
Asked if he felt exploited, 
Leerhsen laughed. “Yes,” he 
said. “Thgfs why I came". 



Pig finds romance 


ATHENS, Alabama (AP) — 
Julia, a 204-kfiogramme pet pig, 
has been banished from her 
d o wnt own Athens home but toe 
veterinarian who raised her says 
aJTs well that ends well — Jufia 
has found romance. Veterinarian 
Brace Young,. who lost a bid ing 
L i mestone County circuit court to .' 
keep Julia in & pen in fris back ) 
yard, said his pet wifi not be 
lonely in her new boaneootside 
city hunts. She vritlbe living with 
a rag named Romeo. Young, 44, 
found Juba, then eight weeks oW, 
wandering along a road one stor- 
my night in February. He named 
ter for a former gjrifrieod. Adty 
ordinance bans hog-raising within 
city limits. Young contended 
T nua was a pet, not livestock, but 
lost a court fight. Julia’s fans wffl 
be able to watch her go out in 
style in the Athens Christmas 
parade Thursday. “I just hope 
Jufia won’t upstage Santa Claus 
— she’s about the same size,” 
said parade chairwoman Debbie 
Lessor. 


when forced repatriation — now 
referred to as “mandatory re- 
turn” by British and Hong Kong 
officials in agreement with 
Hanoi’s wish to be accused of 
involvement in h uman rights 
violations — started it would be 
with a small group, flown bade to 
Hanoi aboard a chartered air- 
craft. 

Hong Kong government offi- 
cials are expected to keep the 
date and time of the departure a 
secret, and are . main t ainin g a 
strict news blackout on tiie forced 
repatriation. 

“The last thing they want is the- 
sigfat of people being dragged 
protesting aboard a plane. 
Hanoi’s cooperation would 
evaporate if that happened,” said 
a diplomat. 

The first group is expected to 
come from toe 51 boat people, all 
screened out, who have been held 
at a special high security prison 
called Phoenix House, whore aid 
wo r k er s say morale is shattered 
by word that they are to be sent 
bade. 

Britain is keen to see the Un- 
ited Nations High Qrannissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) involved 
in monitoring the treatment of 
those retur ne d . 

The UNHCR has rejected any 
suggestion that it play a part, md- 
Vietnam has promised returnees 
wifi not be persecuted. . 

“The problem is there are so 
many rumours tying round, both 
in and out of the camps, that tiie 
wretched people inside are now 
prepared to believe anything,” 
said a diplomat. 


$10,000 tip 

INDIANA (AP) — Waitress 
Tami Wolf often receives Indiana 
tottery tickets as tips, but it was 
never imp o rta nt until a week ago. 
A custo m e r dropped a ticket into 
the tips jar at the tavern where 
she works and Wolf, 27, took a 
minute and scratched off the tick- 
et to see if she won anything. 
“Either Fm crazy or I just won 
$10,000, Wolf told the people at 
the bar Nov. 30. “It was instant 
shock,” toe said. “People would, 
tell me what they wanted to drink 
and by toe time I walked over to 
get it X had forgotten what they 
wanted,” she sakL “I must have 
looked at tiie ticket 500 times. I 
was ready to sit on the other side 
of tiie bar and have a few.” The 


customer who gave her the ticket : 
took it well when Wolf called him 


over from his pool game to show 
him the ticket. “His eyes got big 
and he just smiled andsakT he 
was glad! got it,” she said. .. 


Cosby lead* the pack 


RADNOR, Pennsylvan ia (AP) 
— Bifi Cosby is toe most success- 
ful e n tertainer m history and wfll 
be number one wben people look 
back on tdevisoa of toe 1980s, in 
tiie o]uricm of the editors at TV 
Guide magazine. “The Cotoy 
Show has been at or near the top 
of tiie ratings almost since its 
debut in. 1984,” according to tiie 
magazine's Dec. 9 issue, and the 
show “has never depended for its 
ratings or raunchy (off-colour) 
gags, violence mid put-down 
stereotypes.” Besides Cosby, 
among the most-remembered 
television personalities of the 
1980s will be Lany .Hagman an d 
Oprah Winfrey, the editors sail. 
Cosby’s half-hour comedy show 
placed first among tb^ftop shows 
of toe decade, which indnded 
“Dallas ” and “Dynasty,” police 
shows “Hill Street Bines” and 
^Miami Vice,” and “Nightiine" 

“Dallas” a hit because, “he played 
the smifing cobra with such cam- 
py finesse. "The show was picked 
as toe second-be& of tiie decade. 

Crosby the alligator 


COGGON, Iowa (AP) — Your 
run-of-the-mill lounge lizard wifi 
still be roaming bars, but the 
Coggon Gty council intends to 
decide whether an undeitized 
alligator can frequent a tavern. A 
ffeming wifi be held next month 
to discuss whether Crosby . toe 
Alligator can be the mascot of 
Crosby’s Cove, a tavern recently 
purchased by Crosby’s best friend 
and feeder, Jim Scfaebfer. Scfaeb- 
ler lobbing the dty council to 
amend the city’s dangerous amm- 
al ordinance, which pr ohib its 
bobcats, polar bears, alfigators 
aud other wild critters vrimmtoe 
dty limit* 
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